


Hawke senses election victory 

SYDiHEY, AUSTRALIA fAP) — Prime Minister Bob Hawke grid Sunday 
ft tppured Mg Lahoor Party had preiricd in parfiae nea t ar y *!>< ■ <<«■«_ 
wUk oppoaent Andrew Feacndt conceded that hh corarratfre anfitfon 
tad probably been beaten. Saturday's parfiamentary vote was a hard- 
faogte contest between Hawke's' rnBog party and Pea coc k 's wantiifi 
Hawke,speakhty a day after the rote, toU a tefcrbhn Interviewer he woald 
be able to rate era with a one-seat majority. “I hope tt'-sa bit better thn 
dan. n wffl gjhre a sense o f disc ipl in e for snre and wc can do it,” arid \ 
Hawke. 60, who bag been prfcne minister for seven years. Peacock, 51, wbo 
led the liberal Party hi an opposition roaBtion with the National Party, 
faritiaDy said he too was confident of forming the nod go v ernment. Bnt later 
Staday. be acknowledged that hfa cetftion wodd probably fafl abort. “If 
yon are settipg a book I saggest the shortest odds wonld be regrettably on a 
stsog parfiament, (oOowed then by a Labour government just ahead of a 
ponBdBty of a coalidoa government,' * Peacock told reporters In Mel- 
bourne. It was Peacock's second bid for the prime 



E. German coalition talks stalled 

EAST GERMAN (R) — A week after East Germany's first free elections, 
attem pt s to form a coalition government were stalled Sunday amid 
coettoteg ■n ega ti o ns that top politicians were informers for the Stasi 
security pofioe. Sodri Democratic (SPD) leader Ibrahim Bnrfiiw, the latest 
Bgare to be drawn into the growing scandal, denied a West German news 
report be had spied for the Start and urged the SPD to stop mUre with other 
paths until the matter is resolved. “Despite these assertions and 
suspicions I declare that I never worked for or cooperated with the 
Ministry for S tate Security (Start)," Boehme said in an open letter. 
Boehme's SPD came a di st an t second to the tripartite Con se r va tive Affiance 
for Germany beaded by Christian Democratic (CDU) leader Lothar de 
Mabfcre, wbo is trying to form a coalition to ease the path to German 
unity. Boehme called on deMabdere to Johi him in putting on ice all talks 
— induding those on forming a government — between parliamentary 
party groups mut the “Start affair has been dotted, 11 «nd said it “woald 
be m tin interests of aD parties and of the country." 
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House panel 
condemns U.S. 
Senate resolution 

“ s- AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower 

< House of Parliament’s foreign 
affairs committee Sunday met 
'.j.s under the chairmanship of 

■- :_v Taber Masri, and listened to a 
briefing by Deputy Prime 
^ Minister and Foreign Minister 

•- Marwan AJ Qasem on Jar- 
ir* dan’s diplomatic moves on the 

' .. Arab and international arenas 

to counter die dangers inherent 
.. . in Soviet Jewish inumgratSoii to 

; Palestine. The committee noted 

- with surprise and dissatisfac- 

tion a resolution adopted by the 
United States Senate acknow- 
ledging Jerusalem as the 
“capital of Israel.” The com- 
mittee condemned the position 
and dec la red that It was incon- 
sistent with the United Nations 
resolutions in this regard. The 
; committee stressed the need for 

making an intensive interna- 
tional effort ahned at exposing 
this position and w plaining Its 
implications 

Assad returns home 
from Libya 

DAMASCUS (R) — Syrian Pres- 
, ideal Hafez Al Assad returned 
■"* Sunday from a visit to Libya 
marking the 20th anniversary of 
Britain's evacuation of its last 
Libyan base, officials said. They 
said Assad had talks with Libyan 
leader Muammar Qadhafi shortly 
before departing. “The discus- 
sions covered the situation in the 
Arab arena in light of new world 
~ ■ developments and die dangers 
fereatening fee national interests 
of the Arab Nation and the best 
ways of confronting these dan- 
gers,” one official mid. While in 
Libya Assad also had talks with 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubar- 
ak. Damascus aSkl Cairo resumed 
- - diplomatic ties last December af- 
ter more than a decade of 
strained relations. 
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Students stage 
protest in S. Yemen 

ADEN (R) — Agitators shot at 
policemen during a student de- 
monstration in South Yemen, 


seriously wounding one officer, 
^ the Interior Ministry said Sunday. 
A statement said “anti- 
democracy elements" infiltrated 
the peaceful demonstration 
Saturday in A1 Mukalla, east of 
Sflg Aden, and fired at police on 


guard nearby. It did not say why 
the students were demonstrating 
bat press reports said they 
wanted changes in the education- 
al system. 


U.S. Visa fraud 
gj case in Tei Aviv 

TEL AVIV (AP) — Five former 
employees of the U.S. embassy in 
Tel Aviv and 12 other Israelis 
\ were charged Sunday with 
• * allegedly taking part in a scheme 
■*** to counterfeit U.S. entry visas, 
Israel media said. The 17 are 
accused of conspiring in a coun- 
terfeit ring that forged hundreds 
of entry visas in exchange for 
hundreds of thousands of dollars, 
the news agency Itim said, quot- 
ing formal charges filed Sunday. 
It said some of the visas were 
given to Israelis who had been 
barred from entering the United 
States becaue of criminal records. 
A U.S. embassy spokesman 
eookinot be reached for immedi- 
ate, comment, but U.S. officials 
said no Americans were believed 
involved when the alleged ring 
first came to light with arrests last 
September. 


•* Groups issue 
threats in Tunisia 


ANKARA (AP) — Two Mus- 
lim fundamentalist groups have 
threatened to kill personnel of 
the U.S.. Turkish, Japanese, 
Dutch and Yugoslavian embas- 
sies in Tunisia, Turkey’s semi- 
official Anatolia news agency re- 
ported Sunday. The agency said 
Turkish Ambassador Matin 
Karaca in Tunis told Anatolia by 
phone that the death threats by 
. Islamic Revenge Organisation 
and Nahda were made in tetters 
mailed to the embassies. It <fid 
not say when the "letters were 
received. Kpraca was quoted as 
saying the tetters also threatened 
Tunisian Education Minister 
Mohammad Carfi, who is known 
to have secular views. 


Upper House members 

lash out at American 


resolution 



By Sa’d G. Hattar 

Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Members of the 
Upper House of Parhatnent (Sen- 
ate) Sunday described as “biased 
and illogical” a resolution 
adopted Thursday by the U.S. 
Senate recognising occupied 
Jerusalem as the “capital of 
Israel" and called od the U.S. 
lawmakers to reconsider their 
country’s vital interests in the 
Arab World. 

A Senate member, however, 
said the impact of such a resolu- 
tion on the Middle East peace 
process hinged on the reaction of 
the administration of George 
Bush which has adopted a “ba- 
lanced and encouraging stance on 
the Middle East conflict." 

The U.S. Senate resolution, 
which is not binding on the U.S. 
administration, acknowledges 
Jerusalem as the “capital of the 
state of Israel” and was adopted 
by voice vote. 

Ahmad A1 Lawazi, speaker of 
tibe Jordanian Senate, told the 
Jordan Times the resolution re- 
flected a “clear hegemony of the 


Zionist lobby worldwide and 
Israel’s influence in the American 
Senate." 

“It also contradicts the U.S. 
role and responsibilities as a su- 
perpower towards bringing about 
a just settlement to the Arab- 
Israeli conflict,” Lawzi said. 

He added that the decision 
came in sharp contrast to “the 
p rin c i ples on which the American 
people based their constitution 
and human rights norms." He 
said the U.S. should play a “ba- 
lanced and just role in its 
approach to all peoples, including 
the Palestinians and the Jews." 

The Senate speaker said Jor- 
dan viewed the status of Jeru- 
salem as the parameter for 
reaching a negotiated settlement. 
The Holy Q'ty should enjoy a 
“just status'’ to maintain the 
rights of the Palestinian people 
and “the rights of the followers of 
Islam, Christianity and Judaism,” 
he said. 

Hamad A1 Frahan, rapporteur 
of die Senate’s Foreign Affairs' 
Committee, said the U.S. Senate 
resolution had no “logical, poli- 
tical or moral justification.” 


“It is rather a recurrent phe- 
nomenon," he said. “A pre- 
judiced stance dictated by the 
Zionist lobby and it could best be 
dubbed anti-Paiestinianism.” It is 
also a “new proof that the highest 
body in the American democracy 
succumbs to Zionist pressures." 

Zionist pressure, Farhan 
added, made “American legisla- 
tors get carried away" to reach an 
“unjust, illogical and historically 
groundless resolution that is 
opposed to peace moves." 

Farhan, a veteran political 
activist, questioned "the folly be- 
hind the resolution's contents'’ 
and said it was “strong, humiliat- 
ing and perilous to the Arab and 
Palestinian rights." 

Emphasising that the “main 
reason" behind the adoption of 
the resolution was Arab disunity, 
Farhan called for “a strong, de- 
terrent reaction, both on the offi- 
cial and the popular levels, that 
reaches American interests in the 
region.” 

Ja’afar Staami said the resolu- 
tion did not come as a surprise as 

(Cantfaiued an page 5) 


Israeli soldiers, Palestinian 
students clash in Nablus 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) . — Israeli troops 
dashed with Palestinian students 
in the occupied West Bank city of 
Nablus ~on Sunday during rallies' 
to mark the deaths of two 
nationalists killed by soldiers, resi- 
dents said. 

The 120,000 Nablus residents 
declared a day of mourning after 
the army lifted a three-day cur- 
few, damped Thursday when 
troops shot dead two Palestinians 
wanted for suspected involve- 
ment in the 77-month-old up- 
rising. 

Residents said some 1,000 stu- 
dents attended two campus rallies 
to mark the deaths of Nasser A1 
Kaneer, 28, and Ibrahim Abu 
Ghadib, 19. They said scores 
suffered from gas inhalation but 
sources said no one was injured in 
the dashes. 

Military sources said troops 
shot and wounded two Palesti- 
nians in separate dashes in Na tr- 
ios, the largest city in the West 
Bank. 

In the West Bank town of 
Ramallah, soldiers shot and 
wounded an 18-year-old during 
stone-throwing protests, resi- 
dents said. 

In the occupied Gaza Strip, 
troops wounded two Palestinians, 
induding a 17-year-old girl hit by 


a bullet in the face, hospital 
officials said. 

On Saturday, a six-year-old 
Palestinian boy was shot in the 
head as his family was tilling land 
near a West Bank Jewish settle- 
ment, and his parents said he was 
shot by settlers, the army said. 

Tarek Mustapha AI Halabi was 
brought to Mokassed hospital 
in Arab Jerusalem in critical con- 
dition and underwent an opera- 
tion to remove a bullet that en- 
tered his skull above his left eye, 
hospital officials said. 

The boy’s parents said they 
were working their land near 
their village of Rujeib, two 
kilometres south of Nablus, when 
two settlers shot at their son, the 
army and rep o rt er s said. 

Reporters said Palestinian 
youths had apparently thrown 
stones at the settlers car and the ■ 
Israelis opened fire hitting Halabi 
in the bead. 

The army said the incident 
occured near the Israeli settle- 
ment of Itamar but that no troops 
were in the area at the time of the 
shooting. It said police were in- 
vestigating die incident. 

It was the second reported 
shooting of a Palestinian child in 
less than 24 hours. An eight- 
month-old infant girl was also 
shot in the head late Friday night 


ho the West Bank village of 
Farun, but neither the army or 
reporters knew how she was 
wounded. Police are investigating 
that incident as well, the army 
said. 

Elsewhere Saturday, a large 
army force backed by helicopters 
raided the village of Anabta in 
the West Bank and rounded up 
dozens of Palestinian activists 
suspected of violent activity, the 
army said. 

Officer suspended 

An Israeli army captain has 
been suspended on suspicion of 
having an affair with a Palestinian 
girl, military sources said Sunday. 

They said the captain main- 
tained he was trying to recruit the 
girl, whose reported age varied 
from 15 to 20, as an informer in 
the town of Beit Jalla near Beth- 
lehem. 

“He has been removed from 
his post as a company comman- 
der in the West Bank and is being 
investigated,” one military source 
said. 

Asked if regulations allowed 
soldiers to have personal contact 
with Palestinians, he added: 
“Certainly not the type of person- 
al contact we are talking about 
here” 


Peres’ political fortunes 
rest with 96-year-old sage 


TEL AVTV (R) — A 96-year-old 
sage gives a rare public speech to 
disciples Monday that could 
make Labour Party leader Shi- 
mon Peres Israel's next prime 
minister. 

Rabbi Eliezer Schach, a 
bearded, black-coated pacifist 
who controls eight votes in parlia- 
ment, could end a legislative 
deadlock to put Peres in charge of 
a government which says it wants 
to make peace with Palestinians. 

Schach, whose influence ex- 
tends far beyond his secluded life 
in Bnei Brak near Tel Aiv, has 
backed hardline Likud bloc Pre- 
mier Yitzhak Shamir. But Peres 
is praying for a miracle change- 
of-beart from a fellow dove. 

“Holy Monday” screamed the 
newspaper Hadashot in an edito- 
rial heralding the event, which 
was certain to pack a Tel Aviv 
basketball arena seating 10,000 
and at least two conference halls 
in other cities where the speech 
will be broadcast. 

“The fete of the administration 
mil be determined, almost cer- 
tainly, by an old man cloistered in 
Bnei Brak,” moaned the daily 
YedSoth Ahronoth, assailing a 
political system giving religions 
parties control over a secular 
majority. 


With support for Labour and 
Likud evenly split in the 120-seat 
legislature, a switch by any one of 
the Lithuanian-born robin's eight 
followers in parliament would 
give Peres a' vote of confidence. 

The eight come from the ultra- 
religious Shas and Degel Hatorah 
parties. He founded both parties, 
but Shas draws votes from North 
African Sephardic Jews and De- 
gel attracts European Ashkenazi 
Jews. 

Peres, 66, was directed by Pres- 
ident Chaim Herzog to form a 
government last week after a 
broad coalition headed by Sha- 
mir, 74, collapsed over Shamir’s 
refusal to accept U.S. proposals 
for first-ever Lsrae li-Palestmian 
peace talks. 

Schach has yet to explain why 
be rejects Peres despite their 
similar views cm ceding occupied 
land in return for peace. Follow- 
ers were kept guessing whether 
the speech would offer an 
answer. 

“Any speech by rabbi Schach is 
dramatic and important. The con- 
tent is unknown in advance and 
nobody knows what rabbi Schach 
will say,” spokesman Benny 
Rabinowitz told reporters. 

“Bnt generally when we speak 
of public speeches, rabbi Schach 


relates to matters of importance. 
As I said in the past for us politics 
goes to the heart of Jewish law 
and of course there is nothing like 
peace," the spokesman said. 

Anticipating foreign press de- 
mands, Rabinowitz promised 
simultaneous English translation 
of the rabbi’s Hebrew speech. 
Bnt women journalists com- 
plained they were being excluded 
from the all-male event 

Dismissing discrimination 
charges, Rabinowitz said there 
was no way to have them in the 
packed arena without offending 
the rabbi’s followers who refuse 
to sit with women. He said 
women could view the speech by 
remote broadcast 

It remained to be seen whether 
the event woald be attended by 
rabbi Ovadia Yosef, a 70-year- 
old sage also revered by Shas, 
after a reported falling-out last 
week over Yosefs televised slap 
in the face at Shamir over peace 
moves. 

On Sunday Shamir summoned 
his cabinet, truncated by the de- 
parture of the Labour Party, for 
talks on Soviet Jewish immigra- 
tion, while Peres wooed the reli- 
gious Agiidat Israel party with 
enticements of jobs and more 
public Jewish observances. 


Deputies seek extraordinary session 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parfiaroenl has sent a memoran- 
dum to His Majesty King Hussein seeking his approval to convene a 
three-month extraordinary session of the Bouse starting May 5 to 
dteenss various pressing issues, including consumer prices, unem- 
ployment, corruption and financial mismanagement. 

The m e mo ra ndu m was signed by more than two thirds of the . 
80-member Lower House, according to Abdul Latif Arabiyat, 
spokesman for the Islamist bloc in the House, quoted by the Jordan 
' News Agency, Petra. 

The regular term of the House is scheduled to end later this 
month, and the second regular session wffl open in October. 
However, constitutional provisions stipulate that the King could 
convene Parliament to meet in an extraordinary session dedicated to 
issues specified by the Monarch. 

The House has to study dozens of temporary laws enacted by the 
government in the absence of parliamentary lire in the Kingdom, 
and many observers said some of them could take weeks of debate 
on the Hoose floor. In past years, the House met in extraordinary 
sessions under royal decree to discuss, amend, approve or reject 


laws. 

In his statement carried by Petra Sunday, Arabiyat said 
“tiberaUsatHHi and democracy are the right approach to Jordanian 
development and solving its problems.” 

He attributed corruption and financial mismanagement to “admi- 
nistrative and economic factors” and called for an “effective 
administ rative and economic system capable of implementing the 
necessary reform.” 

In another development, the Committee for Occupied Territories 
Affairs of the Lower House has recommended the issuance of 
temporary passports to Gazan residents of Jordan since' 1967, 
Palestinians expelled by the Israeli occupation authorities and those 
Palestinians who have been denied the right to return. The panel, 
which met Sunday, also called for granting temporary residence 
permits to Gaza families originally Bring in the occupied Strip and for 
permission for Gazan students to enrol at the Kingdom's universi- 
ties. They should also be allowed the freedom of work and 
movement and be permitted to drive all kinds of vehicles, and be 
given the right to medical treatment at the Kingdom’s hospitals and 
health centres, the committee recommended. 

The fall House meets today to discuss the committee’s recom- 
mendations and other issues referred to it by the Upper House. 


‘Suspect’ 
fire kills 
87 in 
Bronx 

NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
suspicious fire swept through a 
jam-packed, illegal social club 
for Latin immigrants in New 
York City early Sunday, killing 
at least 87 people, fire officials 
said. 

The fire, the worst in the 
continental United States m 13 
years, was reported at the 
Happy Land Social Club in the 
borough of the Bronx at 3:41 
a.m. (0841 GMT). It quickly 
spread through the two-storey 
brick building before being 
contained 2ft hours later. * 

Authorities and witnesses 
said the panic-stricken victims 
were trapped and only one 
man apparently managed to 
escape, severely burned. 

Rescue workers said many 
victims were found on top of 
each other on a narrow 
wooden stairway leading from 
the second floor dance hall to 
the ground floor exit of the 
two-storey building 

Fire department spokesman 
John Sammon said most of the 
victims died of smoke inhala- 
tion and apparently had little 
hope of surviving because 
there were no windows. 

Police declined comment on 
reports that petrol cans had 
been found at the scene or that 
there bad been a fight at the 
club shortly before the blaze. 

Police said most of the vic- 
tims were Honduran immig- 
rants attending “some sort of 
'anniversary” party in the tiny 
seven-by-17-metre building. 

The club’s only doors — the 
two at the front of the tiny 
two-storey building — were 
quickly engulfed in flames and 
firemen who arrived at the 
scene within three minutes of 
the alarm arrived too late to do 
anything but quell the flames 
and pull out bodies. 

Residents said the dub was a 
popular spot for young Puerto 
Ricans, Dominicans and Hon- 
durans. 

Sixty -one of the people kil- 
led in the blaze were men, 26 
were women, all of them dres- 
sed in their best dothes for 
what was the impoverished dis- 
trict’s mam social gathering 
place. 

Most of the dead were be- 
tween the ages of 19 and 35. 

Police said one man survived 
the blaze and was rushed to 
hospital with burns over 75 per 
cent of his body. 

The fire started on the 
ground floor and its smoke and 
flames moved in seconds to the 
top floor where the dancers 
were gyrating to the loud 
disco-type music. 

Police and fire officials re- 
fused comment on whether an 
“accelerant” — a fuel of some 
kind — had been found at file 
scene. Bnt they called the fire 
“of suspicious origin” because 
of the speed with which it 
moved. 

New York Mayor David 
Dinkins, among the first of 
dozens of top city officials to 
arrive at the scene, said the 
club was operating illegally and 
an eviction notice had been 
served at least three months 
ago. 


Jordan, PLO study moves 


to coordinate information 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan and the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Sunday started their 
first-ever dialogue on coopera- 
tion and coordination in informa- 
tion in what was described as an 
effort to strengthen the 27- 
month -old uprising in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Minister of Information Ibra- 
him Izzedin and PLO Executive 
Committee member and head of 
the PLO Information Depart- 
ment Yasser Abed Rabbo headed 
their respective sides to the meet- 
ings, which came as a result of a 
Jordanian initiative. 

Izzedin, who had extended an 
official invitation to Abed Rabbo 
and the two-member delegation 
accompanying him, said that 
cooperation between the Jorda- 
nian Ministry of Information and 
the PLO Department of Informa- 
tion was particularly appropriate 
in light of the recent diplomatic 
moves launched by the PLO in its 
quest for a negotiated settlement 
tp the Palestinian problem, Jor- 
dan Television said. 

Abed Rabbo, speaking in an 
interview with Jordan Television, 
said bilateral cooperation in the 
field of information would bolster 
a unified Jordanian-Palestinian 
information policy. “Cooperation 
and consultations between the 
PLO and Jordan are strengthen- 
ing on all levels,” Abed Rabbo 
said. 

The PLO official hailed the 
democratic experiment under 
way in Jordan and said that it was 
“proof of the invalidity of the 


Israeli claim that it is the only 
oasis of democracy in the region 
while it is really a source of 
expansion, aggression and racism 
in the area." 

Dr. Jamil Al Hilal, a member 
of the PLO delegation, described 
the Amman meetings as particu- 
larly significant "because it 
marked fee first such meeting on 
a ministerial level.’' 

“We are encouraged by fee 
fact that we received an official 
invitation from the Jordanian 
minister of information," Hilal 
told fee Jordan Times. 

He said feat fee talks reflected 
fee “joint goals and aspirations of 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
peoples." 

In his interview with Jordan 
Television, Abed Rabbo stressed 
that “we have the same point of 
view; we are trying to tap all our 
resources in order to invest them 
in communicating fee message of 
the intifada and in order to unveil 
fee crimes committed against the 
Palestinian people in the occu- 
pied territories." 

Izzeddin and Abed Rabbo dis- 
cussed media covrage of the in- 
tifada, the Israeli occupation and 
fee immigration of Soviet Jews to 
Palestine during a working lunch 
Sunday. 

“We are working to expose the 
dangers inherent in this immigra- 
tion and we are trying to make 
fee world realise and accept feat 
such immigration threatens peace 
prospects in fee region," Abed 
Rabbo told Jordan Television. 

“Soviet Jewish immigration to 
Palestine sows the seeds of 
another explosion in fee region." 

Commenting on prospects for 


Arab-Israeli peace, Abed Rabbo 
reiterated that fee Palestinian 
peace initiative “encompasses all 
necessary elements for a just 
solution to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict." 

“The Palestinian-Israeli dia- 
logue would be an initial step on 
the path to an international peace 
conference," he said. 

“The Palestinian-Israeli dia- 
logue means a dialogue between 
the PLO and Israel as a prelimin- 
ary step to an international peace 
conference,” he stressed. 

Abed Rabbo added feat fee 
dialogue ‘'should have an open 
agenda and should be held under 
international auspices." He said 
feat the Palestinian peace initia- 
tive bad been presented and that 
it was now up to the political 
powers in Israel to accept it. 

The Jordanian delegation to 
the meetings with the PLO side 
included fee minister of informa- 
tion, Ministry of Information 
Secretary General Trad AI 
Fayez, director of Palestinian 
affairs at the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs Ahmad Al Qatanani, 
Director General of the Jordan 
News Agency Ali Safadi and Jor- 
dan Radio and Television Direc- 
tor General Radi Alkhas. 

The PLO delegation, which 
includes Abed Rabbo, Dr. Hilal, 
Dr. Saada Khatib — another 
senior PLO information official 
— and Palestinian Ambassador 
to Jordan Tayed Abdul Rahim, is 
scheduled to hold talks Monday 
wife Deputy Prime Minister and 
Interior Minister Salem 
Masa’deh, Foreign Minister Mar- 
wan Al Qasem and Minister of 
Culture Khaled AI Karaki. 


Estonian Communists declare 
independence; deaths in Caucasus 


MOSCOW (R) — The Kremlin’s 
ethnic problems mounted Sunday 
when Estonian Communists fol- 
lowed in rebel Lithuania's foot- 
steps and broke party links with 
Moscow, while violence between 
Armenians and Azeris took II 
more lives. 

Nine people were killed, in- 
duding a family of five burned 
alive in their home, when Arme- 
nian militants fired on three 
Azerbaijani villages in Azerbai- 
jan's Kazakh district Saturday, 
fee official TASS news agency- 
reported. 

In neighbouring Armenia, 
nationalists said two Armenians 
were killed Thursday in an artil- 
lery attack from Azeri territory. 
TASS said an Azerbaijani train 
was also rocked by a bomb blast 
bnt no injuries were reported. 

The violence in fee two south- 
ern Soviet republics coincided 
with a renewal of Moscow's ver- 
bal attacks on rebel Lithuania. 

Soviet General Valentin 
Varennikov charged that mem- 
bers of the independence move- 
ment Sajudis were creating an. 
army to back up the republic’s 
declaration of independence. He 
also accused Lithuanian leaders 
of preparing camps for political 
prisoners. 

“We have information that 
some groups... are bnilding ware- 
houses and hiding weapons." he 
said. 

Sajndis leaders denied the 
charge. “That is a straight lie. 
There are no armaments in 


Lithuania and the policy of Sa- 
judis is non-violent resistance," 
said Algimantas Cekuolis, a 
member of Sajudis’ executive 
board. 

Cites in fee republic were re- 
ported quiet nearly 24 hours after 
a Soviet convoy of about 100 
armoured vehicles roared 
through its capital, Vilnius, by 
night to an army camp. Moscow 
has said it will not use force but 
tensions are running high. 

Sixty-three per cent of Esto- 
nian Communists attending a spe- 
cial party congress in Tallinn, fee 
capital, voted to split wife Mos- 
cow despite appeals by Andrei 
Girenko, a Communist Party cen- 
tral committee secretary, to post- 
pone the decision. 

“This means that fee Commun- 
ist Party of Estonia is an indepen- 
dent party, as in Lithuania," 
Henri Soova, an aide to Estonian 
ideology chief Mikk Tiitma, told 
Reuters by telephone from Tal- 
linn. 

The vote was bound to anger 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
who vehemently opposed the 
Lithuanian move to break with 
file Moscow party in December, 
predicting it would lead to a 
complete break between the 
Lithuanians and fee Soviet state. 

Bnt fee Estonians softened 
their dedsioa by announcing a 
six-month transition period in 
which members of the new party 
will be registered, an editor at 
Estonian televirion said. 

“We are being more careful 


than the Lithuanians,” said the 
editor, Uno Masaikas, adding 
feat fee independent Estonian 
Communist Party’s first congress 
would be held in October. 

. Whether or not they are natur- 
ally more cautious than the 
Lithuanians, the Estonians must 
for demographic reasons watch 
their step while pushing for inde- 
pendence from Moscow. 

Just 64.7 per cent of fee repub- 
lic's population is Estonian, while 
fee proportion of ethnic Lithua- 
nians in Lithuania, the most 
westerly of the Baltic republics, is 
80 per cent. 

The Estonian party's vote was 
solid but not overwhemling. Of 
fee 690 delegates present, 432 
voted in favour, three voted 
against and six abstained. 

The rest, many of them ethnic 
Russians, refused to take part in' 
the vote, Soova said. They were 
expected to remain members of 
the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union. 

The secessionist movement in 
the Baltic republics has been 
peaceful in contrast with the 
ethnic violence in the Trans- 
caucasian republics of Azerbaijan 
and Armenia centred on the 
Armenian enclave of Nagomo- 
Karabacfa. 

* Hundreds of people have been 
killed there in years of ethnic 
fighting and TASS said a bomb 
was detonated under an Azerbai- 
jani ' passenger train bound -for 
Balm Saturday and two carriages 
were derailed. 
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Beirut mediation falters; new 
all-out war seen as inevitable 


By Peter Smerdon 

Reuter 

BEIRUT — Licking its wounds 
from weeks of savage battles, 
Lebanon's Christian enclave 
appears doomed to all-out war as 
mediation fails to reconcile its 
two leaders. 

Sbells and rockets poured into 
villages east of Jounieh Port Sun- 
day in the worst violation of a 
shaky ceasefire between General 
Michel Aoun and Lebanese 
Forces (LF) militia leader Samir 
Geagea. 

“This division on the ground 
and increasingly little real peace 
cannot continue,” said one West- 
ern diplomatic source. *T fear 
Aoun and Geagea will fight again 
and soon..." 

Since March 2 when the cease- 
fire started, the guns have roared 
only intermittently. But 
mediators trying to find a political 
solution ensuring (hey stay muz- 
zled have made little progress. 

Security and diplomatic 
sources who say the tense impas- 
se in the enclave cannot last, fear 
only more bloodletting might 
force Aoun or Geagea towards 
agreement. 

“It is a sad reflection on us ail.'* 
said another diplomatic source. 
“But it is even sadder for the 
Lebanese people who pay with 
their lives for their leaders mis- 
takes.” 

In a month of fighting, which 
started Jan. 31 when Aoun 
ordered the LF to disarm and 
disband, at least 822 people were 
killed and 2,660 were wounded. 

Neither the deaths and maim- 
ing nor the destruction of whole 
areas of the Christian enclave 
'succeeded in pushing either man 
to make real concessions, the 
sources and security analysts said. 

Aoun was still determined to 
continue his drive to gain foil 
control of the enclave. 


Geagea, whose 10.000-strong 
militia holds two thirds of the 
enclave, saw little reason to agree 
to Aoun's demands that his men 
join forces with the general's 

15,000 soldiers and cooperate 
politically. 

Aoun maintains that a single 
command is necessary for his 
crusade to expel Syrian troops 
from Lebanon which he halted in 
September after six months of 
devastating but unsuccessful war- 
fare. 

Immense effort has gone into 
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inter-Christian mediation and its 
failure underscores the feeling 
that a return to war is becoming 
the only option. Western ambas- 
sadors backing a Christian media- 
tion committee have shuttled be- 
tween Lebanese leaders, to no 
avail. 

Mediators arranged for some 


main roads across the enclave to be 
cleared of barricades and mines 

Business in the enclave — tra- 
ditionally Lebanon’s most 
prosperous area — is largely pa- 
ralysed by damage from street 
battles where tanks fought at 
point blank range. Diplomats 
estimate it will cost $1 billion to 
put right. 

In mainly-Muslim west Beirut, 
leaders wait to see the outcome of 
the Aoun-Geagea duel knowing 
that victory for either would pose 
problems for an Arab-backed 
plan to end Lebanon’s 15-year- 
old civil war. 

Aoun rejects the plan outright 
while Geagea says he approves of 
parts of it. 

Lebanese parliamentarians — 
Muslim and Christian — who 
agreed to the plan last October, 
started meeting last Tuesday in 
their original building on the west 
Beirut side of the “green line” 
battle zone dividing the capital, 
their first such meeting there in 
15 years. 


2 killed in Beirut fighting 


BEIRUT (R) — Two people 
were killed and 10 were wounded 
Sunday in the worst breach of a 
three-week ceasefire between 
warring Lebanese Christians 
vying for the leadership of their 
community. 

Troops loyal to General Michel 
Aoun and Lebanese Forces (LF) 
militiamen fought for three .hours 
with 155 mm Howitzers and 
multi-barreled rocket-launchers 
across seven villages in the Keser- 
wan area, some 20 kilometres 
northeast of Beirut. 

“We could feel the earth shak- 
ing under our feet. At some 
stages the shells were slamming in 
at the rate of one each second,” 
said Rima Hajj, a resident of east 
Beirut. 


Security sources said two peo- 
ple were wounded, including two 
soldiers and two militiamen, dur- 
ing the shelling which forced 
thousands of Christians to miss 
Sunday church services and shel- 
ter in underground shelters. 

Beirut's Ad Diyar newspaper, 
based in the Christian enclave, 
said: “East Beirut is facing a 
derisive week. There will either 
be an agreement or an explo- 
sion.” 

Lebanon's highest Christian re- 
ligious authority, Maronite Pat- 
riarch Nasrallah Butros Sfcir said 
in his Sunday sermon he was 
“ready to lead a popular uprising 
to restore peace and end the 
current situation.” 


Israel starts campaign to renew 
charter flights for Soviet Jews 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — Israel 
has launched a diplomatic bar- 
rage in the United States and 
Hungary aimed at persuading 
Hungarian leaders to reverse a 
decision to stop charter flights 
bringing Soviet emigres from 
Budapest to the Jewish state. 

Senior officials headed for 
Washington and Budapest Sun- 
day to press the issue, a Foreign 
Ministry official said. Israel's 
caretaker cabinet also debated 
the subject at its weekly session. 

Hungary’s move was the first 
blot on Israeli-Hungarian ties 
since Budapest renewed diploma- 
tic links with Israel last Septem- 
ber, becoming the Gist East bloc 
state to do so. 

Hie Polish national airlines 
(LOT) was expected, meanwhile, 
to provide an alternative route 
for some stranded immigrants by 
adding a weekly flight between 
Warsaw and Tel Aviv, a LOT 
official said. 

Israel's El Al airlines would 
also add a flight from Warsaw to 
Tel Aviv. The moves by the two 
carriers would mean doubling the 
□umber of weekly flights from 
two to four, said the LOT official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity. 

Israeli officials claimed no 
knowledge of the Polish action, 
which was reported on the front 
pages of three major news dailies. 
The Foreign Ministry official said 
only that other ways or routes of 
immigration from the Soviet Un- 
ion to Israel are being examined, 
but there is nothing concrete. 

El Al spokesman Machman 
Klein man, reached by telephone, 
denied special arrangements were 
made to increase flights. But he 
noted LOT and El Al have a 
standing agreement to add flights 
as demand warrants. 

In announcing their derision, 
officials of the Malev Hungarian 


Airlines said charter flights from 
Budapest were being halted be- 
cause of attack threats from 
radicals who oppose Jewish im- 
migration to Israel. 

The Soviet carrier Aeroflot fol- 
lowed suit by suspending charter 
flights of Soviet Jews from Mos- 
cow to Budapest. 

The pro-Iranian Islamic Jihad 
for the Liberation of Palestine, 
based in Lebanon, threatened 
earlier this month to attack any 
airline transporting Soviet Jews 
to Israel. 

Arab leaders also have criti- 
cised the wave of immigration, 
partly out of concern that new- 
comers would settle in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israeli officials said the can- 
cellation of charter flights would 
not bait the twice weekly regular 
Budapest-Tel Aviv flights, 
although news reports suggested 
these were endangered, too. 

The decision iu effect chokes 
off a main waystation for Russian 
immigrants to Israel, since Mos- 
cow has no direct flights to Tel 
Aviv. 

Israel has banned publication 
of Soviet immigration figures, but 
before censorship was imposed 
the government said 16,700 Rus- 
sian Jews arrived in January and 
February, already higher than the 
12,900 total for 1989. 

The predictions are that some. 

750,000 Soviet Jews will arrive 
this decade following a relaxation 
in Soviet restrictions and in- 
creased wariness about growing' 
expressions of anti-Semitism dur- 
ing the glasnost era. 

Intense diplomatic contacts 
aimed at reversing Hungary's de- 
cision were underway through the 
weekend. 

Deputy Foreign Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu chided Hun- 
gary on Israel Television Friday, 
saying “this is a classic example of 


terrorist blackmail... if you sur- 
render to it, you receive more 
blackmail.” 

Israel’s highest-ranking official 
on East European affairs, Fore- 
ign Ministry Assistant Director- 
General Yosef Gavrin, flew to 
Hungary Sunday to explain to the 
Hungarians the implications of 
their decision, the ministry offi- 
cial said. 

“We can only hope the Hunga- 
rians will reconsider their deci- 
sion," tiie official said, adding 
that Israel already has pressed the 
case with the Hungarian ambas- 
sador to Tel Aviv and with offi- 
cials in Budapest. 

Israel's ambassador to 
Washington, Moshe Arad, also 
talked with officials in the admi- 
nistration of U.S. President 
George Bush. 

In addition, 
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the Arabs, 

In Budapest, Hungary says it is 
willing to assist efforts to find a 
humane solution to the plight of 
Soviet Jews unr.ble to emigrate to 
Israel after the Hungarian airline 
halted connecting flights. 

A government statement 
issued Saturday night criticised 
the move by Malev, but did not 
say whether it would oblige the 
carrier to rescind it. 

The statement also denounced 
Islamic Jihad's threats as a viola- 
tion of international law and of 
Hungarian sovereignty. 


Stench of burning grain lingers in Massawa 


MASSAWA, Ethiopia (R) — A 
feint stench of burning grain and 
rotting corpses still lingers at Sl 
G iorgis Church in the rebel-held 
port of Massawa. 

“Jesus Christ bless and forgive 
us,” the worshipers sing, kneeling 
amid rubble in their war-ravaged 
church three weeks after rebels 
captured this city on the swelter- 
ing Red Sea coast. 

Women swathed in white 
shawls quietly leave the morning 
mass and stroll past sandal-shod 
fighters of the rebel Eritrean Peo- 
ple's Liberation Front (EPLF), 
which wants an independent state 
in Eritrea province. 

The guns are silent, air raids 
have stopped and hundreds of 
tanks have rumbled away from 
tiie charred buildings of this 
ancient city built on two islands 
linked to the mainland by a 
causeway. 

Townspeople who fled during 
the battle for Massawa, Eritrea’s 
main port, in mid-February are 
returning as bombed shops 
reopen and children laugh and 
play on wrecked tanks in the 
narrow, winding streets. 

But across the bay, a massive 
stock of food aid sent by foreign 
donors to relieve famine in north- 
ern Ethiopia still smokes and 
smoulders. 

“I heard the food was burning, 
that’s why I cam here, to try to 
save some grain from the fire.” 
says Maybotot Omer, dad m a 
stained cloak and turban and 
shaking a sieve of charred wheat. 

. Behind him, a sweating man 
digs into a mountain of charred 
burlap bags, each stamped “gift 
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of the European Community." 

Residents say Soviet- built MiG 
jets of the Ethiopian Air Force 
bombed Massawa for 10 days 
after the EPLF gained control on 
Feb. 16, destroying most of the 
food stocks in the port. 

The grain had been brought in 
by relief agendes to feed some of 
the 4.5 million victims of drought 
and civil war in Ethiopia who face 
food shortages this year. 

In the port, local people point 
to a 100-metre line of rotting 
wheat on the sea front where 
government soldiers stacked 
sacks of grain like sandbags to 
make fortifications. 

The U.N. World Food Prog- 
ramme (WFP) says more than 

50,000 tonnes of grain, enough to 
feed more than three million peo- 


ple for a month, were stored in 
Massawa. 

The EPLF says it has salvaged 

5,000 to 10,000 tonnes of good 
wheat, some of which has been 
distributed to local people. 

Many families have bags of 
grain stacked on the verandas of 
their houses, in backyards and 
even in bedrooms. 

But a steady stream of people 
still carry sooty bags of grain out 
of the port on their shoulders, on 
donkey carts and strapped to the 
backs of camels. 

At the depot, a man drags a 
50-kilogramme bag away freon a 
new outburst of flames as visiting 
aid worker Chong Eu stumbles 
on a corpse half buried in the 
wheat. 

Later, the rebels showed Eu a 


stack of green, wooden boxes 
containing a jumbled mass of 
human bones, mostly legs and 
skulls. Bulky army boots still 
surround some of the skeleton 
feet. 

“I can’t believe it. I want to 
vomit,” says Eu, a Korean - 
American who works for the 
U.S.-based aid group Grassr- 
oots International. - 

The rebels, who have been 
fighting nearly three decades for 
independence of Eritrea, say the 
boxes probably hold the remains 
of dissident Ethiopian soldiers 
and political prisoners. 

Last year, the London-based 
human rights group Amnesty In- 
ternational accused Ethiopia of 
imprisoning thousands of political 
prisoners, torturing many of them 
and executing civilians after milit- 
ary trials. 

Across the bay, in a tiny house 
in the main island's old Arab 
quarter, 24-year-oid Gabreab 
Abrahhn peers out of his front 
door at a twisted, rusting United 
Nations truck while his grand- 
mother roasts coffee on a char- 
coal stove. 

Next week he will return to 
Massawa’s bombed cement fac- 
tory to help repair his old work- 
place. His brother is volunteering 
to dean up the neighbourhood. 

“We're getting bade to normal, 
but there is a lot of damage, a lot 
of work," be says with a smile. 

Pope seeks aid for Eritrea 

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
John Paul II Sunday appealed to 
authorities in the Ethiopian pro- 
vince of Eritrea to allow the entry 
of relief supplies for those suffer- 
ing from warfare and famine. 

In his noon Angelus remarks 
from his balcony overlooking St. 
Peters Square, the Pope noted 
that Eritrea has long been tor-; 
merited by war, hunger and dis- 
ease. 


Libya denies buying 
1 ,000 tonnes of Semtex 


LQNDON (R) — Libya, has de- 
nied it bought 1,000 tonnes of 
Semtex explosive from Czechos- 
lovakia which President Vadav 
Havel said oould supply terror- 
ists for 150 years. 

Libya’s ambassador to the Un- 
ited Nations was quoted by the 
London-based Arabic newspaper 
Asharq Al Awsat Sunday as dis- 
missing Havel's allegation in re- 
sponse to a question. 

Aii Ai T ureiki told the news- 
paper, “definitely, this is not 
true. The Czechoslovak president 
is trying to please the West.” 
“He (Havel) might be a good 
playwright but bis actions do not 
suggest seriousness,” Tureiki 
said. “I don’t think we can take 
him seriously.” 

Havel told reporters in London 
Thursday that the former Com- 
munist authorities had sold the 
explosive to Libya but his country 
had since stopped exporting Sem- 
tex, ideal for bombmakers be- 
cause it cannot be detected by 
sniffer dogs or X-ray machines. 
“The previous regime exported 


1,000 tonnes to Libya. Two hun- 
dred grammes is enough to blow 
up an aircraft so world terrorism 
has supplies of Semtex to last 150 
years,” Havel said. 

Tureiki accused the United 
States and other Western states 
of waging a campaign against 
Arabs 

He denied U.S. and West Ger- 
man charges that the Rabta plant 
south of Tripoli, which caught 
fire two weeks ago, was for che- 
mical weapons. 

“I believe that tiie issue is not 
Libya or the factory. The issue is 
that there is a decision by the 
United States of America and tiie 
West to prevent any progress or 
development in the Arab 
World... 

“Why does not the West speak 
up or direct its satellites to search 
for Israeli nudear weapons?” 

“Everyone knows for certain 
that Israel has hundreds of nuc- 
lear bombs and that it is the only 
country in the area that refuses to 
sign any international agree- 
ment.” 



Mubarak returns from Libyan summit 

CAIRO (R) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak returned 
Sunday from a visit to Libya where he held talks wth i the leaders 
of Syria, Libya and Sudan in a strong show of Arab onrtyr. 
Mubarak, Syrian President Hafez Al Assad and Sudan’s military 
leader Omar Hassan Al Bashir were warmly welcomed byUbyini 
leader Muammar Qadhafi for celebrations marking the 2wh 
anniversary of Britain’s evacuation of its last Libyan base. Tins 
Middle East News Agency (MENA), reported Mubarak’s return 
from his third visit to Libya in five months, said be talked for an 
hour with Assad at their first meeting since an Arab su mmit or 
Morocco in May last year. MENA said their discussions foaoed 
on bilateral issues and they agreed to maintain contacts m order to 
set a date for their next meeting. 

Indonesia says Israeli settlements illegal 

CAIRO (AP) — Indonesian Foreign Minister Ali Alatas Sunday 
said Israel's building of settlements in occupied Arab territories 
was illegal and condemned the immigration of Soviet Jews to the 
Jewish state. Alatas spoke to reporters after a meeting with 
Butros Ghali, minister of state for foreign affairs. “The Indone- 
sian situation is very dear. The Israeli settlements ui the occupied 
territories are totally illegal and against international law. And 
concerning immigration (of Soviet Jews to Israel), we expressed 
our condemnation of the immigration which is against interna- 
tional law," Alatas said. The Indonesian minister lauded bilateral 
relations, saying the two countries agreed on most political issues 
and HimnseH improving economic ties. Alatas will meet Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak and Foreign Minister Esmat Abdul Megirid 
in separate meetings Monday before he leaves. He arrived 
Saturday night. 

Bahrain jails suspected spy 

BAHRAIN (R) — A state security court has jailed a Bahraini for 
spying for Iran and convicted him and four others of belonging to 
the banned pro-Iranian Hizbollah (Party of God), their lawyer 
said. Lawyer Abdul Shaheed Khalaf said the court Saturday jailed 
engineer Mohammad Jamedl Al Jamri for 10 years after 
finding him guilty of spying for Iran. Four other Sbi’ites received 
prison sentences for membership of Hizbollah, Khalaf said in a 
statement. He named them as Abdul Jalfl Khalil Ibrahim, a 
29-year-old engineer who was sentenced to seven years, civil 
servants Jameel Kadim Hassan, 22, and Ah Jama, 23, who each 
received three year tehns and student Hussain Ibrahim Kassab, 
20, wbo was sentenced to six months. Four other Ba h rai n is were 
found not guilty and were freed by the court, the statement said. 

Blast damages Nicosia mosque 

NICOSIA (R) — A detonator exploded outside a mosque in the 
Greek-Cypriot sector of divided Nicosia overnight, causing slight 
damage but no injuries, security sources stud Sunday. They said 
the detonator was attached to a 60 mm mortar bomb but this had 
not exploded. The blast at the Omeriye Mosque, near the green 
line separating Greek and Turkish Cypriots, occurred on the eve 
of Greece's Independence Day which is celebrated by Greek 
Cypriots. Police said they were investigating. 

Iranian town rocked by two tremors 

NICOSIA (AP) — Two tremors rocked the town of Tabas in 
Iran's northeastern Khorasan province early Sunday, Tehran 
Radio reported. The broadcast, monitored in Nicosia, said the 
stronger quake, measuring 5.6 on the Richter Scale, shook Tabas . 
at 3:32 a.m. (00:32 GMT). The town of. more than 11,000 people 
was rocked again at 7:41 a. nr. (4:41 GMT), tiie radio said. It said, 
reports of possible damage or casualties jverc not yet available. 
An earthquake measuring more than 5 on the Richter Scale can 
cause considerable damage. 

Kuwait denies abuse claims by amnesty 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait Sunday rejected an Amnesty Interna- 
tional ’report urging it to probe allegations of serious human rights 
abuses. “There is no truth in the Amnesty Internationa] claims.” 
an official told Kuwait News Agency (KUNA). The London- 
based human rights group said on March 1 that at feast 27 Muslim 
Shiites, a minority in Kuwait, had been arrested since September 
and 18 were still held without trial. It said there had been reports 
that some of the detainees had been tortured. “Kuwaiti author- 
ities believe in equality between all people before the law... 
without any discrimination between people because of sex, origin, 
language or religion," the Kuwaiti official said. He said Kuwait 
abided by the law in dealing with a wave of bombings in the 
capital and attacks against its oil facilities in the mid-1980s and an 
assassination attempt against the emir. Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad 
Al Sabah, in 1985. 


Arabs must be more aware of AIDS risk — WHO aide 


ABU DHABI (R) — Arab 
countries must do more to edu- 
cate people, especially the young, 
about the risks of getting AIDS, a 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) official said. 

“To avoid the spread of the 
disease, Arab states must give 
more attention to awareness cam- 
paigns and public debate about 
the disease,” Hussein Gezairi, 
WHO Mediterranean region 
director, said in an interview this 
week. 

Asked during a visit to the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) 
whether this should include 
schools, he said: Of course, ev- 


erybody should know there is a 
disease called AIDS and how it is 
communicated.” 

Most Arab countries have been 
reluctant to openly discuss or 
report cases of acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome (AIDS), 
which is transmitted through sex- 
ual intercourse, especially be- 
tween homosexuals, and via in- 
fected' blood. 

Some Arab officials say their 
conservative societies and Islamic 
principles can protea them from 
AIDS. 

“In ■ our region, (reported) 
AIDS cases now exceed 500,” 
said Gezairi, whose area covers 


the Arab World, Iran, Pakistan, 
Cyprus, and Afghanistan. 

“But ... many people have the 
virus but have not developed the 
disease. This means we certainly 
have thousands of cases,” be 
said. 

He said Arab states should 
coordinate anti-AIDS campaigns 
and that rich Gulf states could 
help the poorer ones. 

The UAE, which has been 
more open than most Arab coun- 
tries about AIDS, is preparing 
tighter measures against the dis- 
ease. 

“We have decided to intensify 
our efforts to combat this deadly 


disease after an increase in AIDS 
cases in some African and Aaan 
states,” Health Ministry Under- 
secretary Abdul Rahim Jafar said 
in another interview this week. 

The UAE has reported 25 
AIDS deaths through infected 
blood transfusions. 

About one million of its 1.6 
million population have been 
tested and of these almost 1,000 
foreigners tested positive and 
were deported. 

Jafar said the UAE would be- 
gin to test newborn babies, pre- 
gnant women, prisoners, and any 
expatriate who wanted to renew a 
work permit. 
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Bulletin supptied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A rise in temperature will occur and 
winch wiD be northwesterly moderate. 
In Aqaba, winds will be northerly 
mode rue and seas aha. 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


MinJmu. temp. 


Amman 6/18 

Aqaba 13/26 

Deserts 4/21 

Jordan Valley 11/25 


Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 16, Aqaba 24. Humidity readings: 
Amman 43 per cent. Aqaba 22 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Jabr 775050 

Dr. bam Al Hawaradch 624830 

Dr. Daood Al Sambouri 689535 

Dr. Ahmad Al Daqn 676473 

Fins pharmacy 661912 

Fentows pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascroa pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaeoub pharmacy 644945 

Shtncgani pharmacy 637660 

nUUDh 

Dr. Mazen Abu Baler ( — ) 

AlSharaa’ pharmacy 985238 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Jihad Mulch ( — ) 

KhaEfeh pharmacy 965417 


emergencies 

Crvi] Defence Department 661111 

CJvD Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency ...... 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Foe Brigade 891228 

Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department .... 630321 

Hold Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Ompfemls 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Telephone Information 

(<:•!: wctiwy assistance) 121 

Overseas Cblls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

•**!»*«* 

Abdah Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 


Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ F light Information 08-53200 

Qucco Aha Inti. Airport. 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Kbalkfi Maternity. J.Anu... 644281/6 
Akflch Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani .......... 664171/4 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdah 666127/37 

AJ-AhK, Abdaii 664164/6 

Kalian, Al-Muhajitcn ........ 777101/3 

Al-Bashir, J. Ashrafieb 775111/26 

Aimy.Marfca 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Amal Hospital 67415S 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 

n cl— /nOWBATri 


UUHD: 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02) 275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 

[bn Al Nafecs Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This information is supp Bed by Royal 
Jordanian ( RJ) information depar t- 
awnt at tbe Queen ASa International 
Airport Tel. (08)53200-5, where it 
should always be verified. 

AK9HVJULS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flight* 
(Terminal 1) 

*90 Damascus (RJl 

AMO Sanaa (RJ) 

99*0 Baghdad (RJ) 

«M5 ... Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

9*55 . Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

1940 Dhahran, Kuwait (RJ) 

19:15 Cdro. Aqaba (RJ) 

19:15 Lamaca(RJ) 

1&45 Cairo (RJ) 

17:15 Istanbul (RD- 

VkM ........... Casablanca. Tons (RJ) 

19:15 London (RJ) 

1830 Calcutta, Bangkok (RJ) 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


9*29 

1949 

19=95 

UM 

1349 

13*49 

14=45 

1731 

2fc2S 


Sanaa (LH) 

Baghdad (1A) 

- Caini(MS) 

............. Bucharest (RO) 

Abu Dhabi, Bahrain (OF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Kuwait (LN) 

Paris(AF) 

Baghdad (AF) 


DEPASTURES 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

11:19 Vienna, Frankfurt (RJ) 

•1:39 Brussels, Montreal. New York 

(RJ) 

1L45 Istanbul (RJ) 

Lb45 Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

1*40 Kuwait, Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

*19 -Jeddah (RJ) 

*15 Baghdad (RJ) 

*29 Cairo (RJ) 

*45 Dubai. Muscat (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

*15 - Beirut (ME) 

*10 Frankfort (LH) 

*55 Cairo (MS) 

11*0 Baghdad (1A) 

1*45 Abu Dhabi. Bahrain (GF) 

15:99 - Kuwait (KU) 

IfebO Tripoli (IN) 


17:19 _ 
1131 ... 
Ufc25 ... 


Bucharest (RO) 
.. Baghdad (AF) 
Rwis(AF) 


MARKET PRICES 


UpperOowcr price to fib per kg. 

480/440 

- 450 / 400 

Banana (Mufaunmar) 400 / 350 

1100 / 900 

S* bba 8 c 80/ 40 

240/180 

Chambers (large) 250/200 

Oncam befi (small) 440 / 380 

520 / 470 

g®* 01 -280/240 

Sr 6 *- : 700 / 600 

Grupehm 260 / 220 

“ anon 250/200 

Utmee(pwouc) 120/100 

- 180/120 

O^on (dry) 270/220 

www (green) 180/140 

5 f an 8 p .. 310/260 

Orange (Stamoati) 380/320 

KPfP* 0 "- 900 / 800 

(sweet).... 500 / 400 

SgLr 350/300 

SSj 17° / 150 

tomatoes 300 / 2» 
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■ODNG MEETS FIJEURY: His Majesty King 
Hussein Sunday receives at the Royal Court 
visiting French Air Force Chief of Staff 
Lieutenant-General Jean Flenry in a 


attended by the Royal Jordanian Air Force 
commander and French Ambassador to Jordan 
Denis Bouchard (Petra photo) 


Badran, ministers continue mission in southern region 

Interest-free loans for livestock 


Government explains Housing 
Bank status, JEPCO deposits 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Amendments 
to the Housing Bank law which 
wen introduced by the govern- 
ment in 1975 and 1977 can be 
changed upon the request of Par- 
liament if so desired because the 
legislature had not endorsed 
them, according to Minister of 
Finance Basel Jardaneh. 

He said that the bank's law 
came into being in 1974 through a 
law which was approved by both 
Houses of Parliament but succes- 
sive amendments to it were not 
approved. 

The Housing Bank is exempted 
from paying any taxes, duty or 
any other charges normally re- 
quired from other banks in Jor- 
dan and paid to the treasury or 
mumdpafities, according to the 
minister. 

In a written statement, which 
was to be delivered to Parliament 
Saturday and deferred along with 
other government ministers' 
statements until Monday. 

Jardaneh said that die Housing 
Bank was in fact treated as a 
government department in terms 
of its fixed or removable assets 
and in tenns of means of ensuring 
settlement of loans granted to 
various individuals or organisa- 
tions and the process involving 
sponsorship of loans. 

The statement was in reply to a 
query by Deputy Ahmad A1 
Kofahi, who demanded an ex- 
planation from the government 
about the privileges granted to 
die Housing Bank. 


“Under the provisions of die 
law, the Housing Bank has the 
right to claim its dues from a 
second party in a manner simitar 
to that adopted in the process of 
arranging for the settlement of 
loans due to the treasury." the 
minister pointed out. 

“Although the Housing Bank 
is a company, it must be under- 
stood that it is different from 
other commercial banks operat- 
ing in the Kingdom as it is not 
registered as a company under 
the companies law," Jardaneh 
added. 

Deposits with JEPCO 

Minister of Energy and Miner- 
al Resources Thabet A1 Taher 
provided a reply to a query by 
Deputy Abdul Hafiz Alawi on 
deposits entrusted with the Jor- 
dan Electric Power Company 
(JEPCO) by subscribers as 
guarantee before power is sup- 
plied. 

Hie minister noted that pay- 
ments in advance required by the 
company were needed to ensure 
that the subscribers will pay their 
dues and charges on power con- 
sumption. 

“Normally reading of meters 
takes plaice' after power is con- 
sumed, and could be settled one 
month later, which means a sub- 
scriber has two months to con- 
sume power before paying,* Tab- 
er said. 

“The company, in the mean- 


Jordan to gain from 
Italian energy expertise 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
and the Royal Scientific Society 
(RSS) are jointly cooperating 
with Italy in matters related to 
architecture with the purpose of 
be nefitting from Italian expertise 
in this field. Minister of Energy 
and Mineral Resources Thabet 
A1 Taher announced Sunday. 

Addressing the opening session 
of a two-day seminar on bio- 
c fimat i c architecture organised by 
the three parties, Taher said his 
ministry and the RSS were giving 
due attention to the question of 
energy consumption inside build- 
ings with a view to reducing the 
cost and waste of heating, re- 
frigerating and lighting. 

“Designing buildings is no less 
important than b uilding materials 
used in construction operations 


and for this reason the ministry 
and the RSS were counting on 
cooperation with the Italian Soft 
Energy System to achieve the 
aspired goal, the minister said. 

“The ministry will soon issue a 
handbook on architecture in Jor- 
dan which will benefit all 
architects and engineers in mat- 
ters pertaining to ways of saving 
energy,” be said. 

Addressing the opening session 
also was RSS President Hani 
Mulki, who outlined the society’s 
projects which, be said, among 
other things aim at reducing Jor- 
dan's energy consumption. 

“Through the RSS building 
code and other projects the RSS 
was aiming at achieving reduction 
in the consumption of healing 
and re frig e rating in homes and 
various industries,” Muflri said. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the daily Arabic press . Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
time and place with the concerned institutions. 

THE NATIONAL WEEK FOR 
SUPPORTING THE INTIFADA 

* Exhibition entitled “The Palestinian Uprising ^ 
displaying photos, cartoons, books and posters depictin g the 
Palestinian uprising, at the University of Jordan. 

* of Jordanian-Palesthiian heritage which indndes 

wt m i, photos and cassettes of national songs, at 

AS Ahbassi Club, Zarqa. 

exhibitions 

* EifcaW on plastic artists Aril AI Hamad and Ibrahhn Al 
Nabahneh at the Hooshig Bank Complex. 

■k Artexharftion by seven Iraqi artists at Abdxd Hameed Shoman 
Foundation (10 *-m- ■ 5HW p*m.) 

£ Art exhibition entitled “Spanish contemporary engravings” at 
tiie Royal Outers! Centre. 

* Art rxhf bft fc™ by Ahmad Nawadi at the French Cultural 
Cadre. 

* Ty ffrHrg xfcflrf rinw of Bam Hamida women’s wearing project 
at the Bani Hamids Boose - Jabal Amman, Rainbow Street. 

* g* M» **"- of p*imh»g? by fassm Tantawi at Alia Art GaDery. 

FILMS 

* Soviet dncmaenlarte entitled “Strange The atre”, ^ T ht Ba Uet 
Festival” and “Tbe Boose” at the Soviet Cuttural Centre — 
5d0 pjn. 


time, has to pay for expenses and 
salaries and must have sufficient 
liquidity all the time,” the minis- 
ter added. 

He said that the company does 
not deposit funds in any bank, 
and therefore does not receive 
any interest It keeps the funds to 
pay for its expenses, he said. 

The minister said that the JEP- 
CO had a sum of JD 7,687,137 
in total funds on Dec. 31, 1989 
paid by tbe subscribers in adv- 
ance, but by the same date sub- 
scribers were indebted to the 
company by a total of JD 
9,730,899. 

“It should be noted that JEP- 
CO is controlled by the Ministry 
of Energy and Mineral Resources 
under a bilateral agreement 
which gives the ministry the right 
to fix power consumption charges 
among other matters," be said. 

He said that the ministry con- 
tinually follows up on JEFCO’s 
progress and performance and 
helps solve problems that might 
arise between the company on 
the one hand and the subscribers 
on the other. 

The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment was due ur convene Saturday 
but a lack of "quorum prompted 
the delay of the session until 
Monday.. 

The prime minister, several 
Cabinet members and many de- 
puties were Saturday on a tour of 
the southern regions and were 
available for Saturday’s session. 


Tourism 

drive 

produces 

results 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A group of 

1.000 European tourists will be- 
gin arriving to Jordan Monday for 
Writs to archaeological and tour- 
ist sites, according to an 
announcement by the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities. 

The group which will be arriv- 
ing chi board four ships that will 
dock at Aqaba harbour is sche- 
duled to tour the Nabatean city of 
Petra, and Wadi Rumrn in addi- 
tion to Aqaba, the main touristic 
centre in the south. 

The ministry’s announcement 
said Sunday that a full entertain- 
ment programme had been pre- 
pared for the viators on board 
their ships or in the main squares 
in Aqaba dty between March 25 
and 30. 

Arrangements for the visit 
were worked out by the ministry 
in cooperation with the private 
sector’s tourist offices both of 
which recently agreed on inten- 
ding efforts to market Jorda- 
nian tourism abroad and to en- 
courage maritime transportation 
of tourists to Jordan. 

Aqaba has been attracting 
European visitors during the win- 
ter ' and spring seasons and 
according to Ministry of Tourism 
officials at least 10,000 Finns and 
24J00 West Germans would have 
visited tbe winter resort among 
others during 1990. 

According to tourism minister 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti nearly 

609.000 visitors from Arab and 
foreign countries came to Jordan 

in 1989. registering an increase of 
4.8 per cent over the number of 
visitors in the previous year. 

The minis ter noted that on 71.5 
per cent came to Jordan from 
Arab countries. 

Recently the Ministry of Tour- 
ism made arrangements for a plan 
to create a private sector tourist 
agency funded by matching con- 
tributions from private investors, 
the government, the national air- 
Kne Royal Jordanian and die 
U.S. Agency for International 
Development (USAID). 


SHOBAK (Petra) — The govern- 
ment has decided to grant stock- 
breeders in the southern regions 
of Jordan interest-free loans 
through the Agricultural Credit 
Corporation to help them prom- 
ote their fanning and increase the 
national livestock wealth, Prime 
Minister Mudar Badran 
announced Sunday. 

The government will guarantee 
these loans and will pay interest 
on them, Badran said at a public 
meeting here on tbe second day 
of his three-day tour of the south- 
ern regions. 

"The government has decided 
to reschedule loans due from 
local village and municipal coun- 
cils and has doubled the quantity 
of animal feed supplied to the 
gove morales of Karak. Tafileh 
and Maan which have been badly 
affected by the current drought," 
Badran said. 

He said that a special govern- 
ment committee had been set up 
involving the Ministry of Finance 
and the Jordan Cooperative 
Organisation (JCO) to supervise 
the distribution of animal feed 
through specialised centres to be 
set up in the three govemorates. 

At the meeting, attended by 
the ministers of health, soda! 
development, public works, 
transport, education, water and 
irrigation, justice, agriculture, 
culture and municipal and rural 
affairs and tbe environment, rep- 
resentatives of die local inhabi- 
tants presented demands for im- 
provement of health, agricultural 
and educational services as well 
as the supply of water and elec- 
tricity. 

At tbe meeting, which was also 
at**™k*l by Lower House Speaker 
Suleiman Arar and deputies from 
the southern regions, tbe prime 
minister said that the government 
was aware that die southern areas 
were hit hard by tbe drought and 
that was a big cause of concern. 
"•“His Majesty King Hussein 
has instructed the government to 
-make the tour with the purpose of 
identifying problems and working 
out solutions,’' Badran said. 



Prime Minister Mudar Badra n and Cabinet members meet with residents in the southern region at a meeting held in Maan Sunday 
(Petra photo) 


Badran also drew attention to 
the financial crisis Jordan is fac- 
ing at tbe moment and said that 
despite the meagre resources 
available to the government, ev- 
erything will be done to meet the 
basic needs of the people. 

Badran said that major com- 
panies had come to the aid of the 
government and noted that the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Com- 
pany had donated. JD 1 million 
and the Arab Potash Company 
made a donation of JD 50,000 
while tbe government had allo- 
cated $1 million which had been ’ 
originally earmarked for the de- 
velopment of hig h lands to help 
the southern govemorates. 

These funds will be placed at 
the disposal of the local gov- 
ernors to help initiate projects 
.that would reduce unemployment, 
and help promote agriculture, he 
said. 

The prime minister said die 
funds could finance the planting 
of trees, bonding of canals, main- 
taihing water springs and con- 
structing stone fences. “In addi- 
tion, plans have been laid for 
building earth dams and con- 
structing agricultural roads,'* he 


Austerity not allowed 
to affect education 


ERBID (Petra) — The govern- 
ment provides the necessary 
assistance to the Ministry of 
Education despite tbe economic 
difficulties and the government’s 
cancelling of other projects in tbe 
country. Ministry of Education 
Secretary-General Mnnther Al- 
Masri said here Sunday. 

Addressing a meeting of 
teachers and educationalists, 
Masri said the Ministry of Educa- 
tion plans to set up 400 schools in 
Jordan in the next four years and 
that 140 schools are already 
under construction. 

He said the ministry was sup- 
porting the idea of creating a 
teachers' union aimed at promot- 
ing the teaching profession and to 


help teachers enjoy their rights in 
frill. 

Referring to textbooks, Masri 
said an increase in the price of 
school textbooks was inevitable 
due to the extra cost the ministry 
was paying. 

“The ministry is now paying JD 
7 million every year for pub- 
lishing school books, almost two 
and a half times the cost a few 
years ago,” Masri said. 

Before the meeting, Masri 
opened three schools at Kufr 
Youba, Mazar and Huwwara 
which altogether cost nearly JD 1 
million. He also attended a cere- 
mony at a local school in Irbid 
marking the Karameb Battle 
anniversary. 


said. 

After the visit to Shobak, Bad- 
ran and tbe accompanying minis- 
ters and deputies went to Wadi 
Musa, near the Nabatean dty of 
Petra where be delivered a 
speech before a gathering appeal- 
ing to Arab countries to come to 
the aid of Jordan. 

The prime minister announced 
the formation of a sperial govern- 
ment committee with extensive 
powers to deal with urgent prob- 
lems as they arise. 

“Sufficient funds will be made 
available to tbe committee from 
the donations made by major 
companies," he said. “Pitority in 
services and projects will be given 
to those schemes that can absorb 
the largest possible number of 
unemployed dtizens,” Badran 
added. 

He also announced that local 
councils would be exempted from 
paying 25 per cent of the total 
amount of interest due on loans 
acquired during 1990, totalling 
JD 1 million. 

Part of the revenues from tour- 
ists visiting tbe Nabatean dty of 
Petra will be allocated for pro- 
jects in Wadi Musa and $350,000 


Environment 
strategy in 
the making 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A national 
environment strategy that was 
originally scheduled to be com- 
pleted by the end of 1990 will 
take longer because of the par- 
liamentary elections held in 
November 1989, according to the 
Ministry of MunidpaJ and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment. 

The announcement was made 
by the Director of the ministry's 
environment department, Sufian 
Al Tal, at a meeting with commit- 
tees in charge of preparing for tbe 
strategy that is being formulated 
in cooperation with and help 
from the International Union for 
tbe Conservation of Nature and 
Natural Resources (IUCNNR). 


American research students find 
room for marketing Jordan 


By Nor Sati 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Barbara Ross and 
Steven Gray, from Cornell 
University in the United 
States, have just concluded a 
10-day trip to Jordan that took 
them to Petra, Aqaba, Wadi 
Rum, Jerash and the Dead 
Sea. 

“Tbe sites we have seen are 
much more impressive than the 
literature available in the Un- 
ited States led ns to believe," 
said Ross. “For example, in 
America, Petra is marketed as 
a one-day tour, but there are 
so many things to do and see in 
Petra that it would take much 
more than one day; therefore it 
should be marketed as more,” 
Ro ss adde d. 

. According to Gray, Jordan’s 
heritage and its culture “was 
fascinating and tbe hospitality 
we received made our stay very 
special. *' 

Ross, 30. and Gray, 23, had 
wtm a competition at Cornell 
University for presenting re- 
search pajiers on Jordan's tour- 
ism and hotels. 

Ross focused in her paper on 
Jordan’s need to concentrate 
on small markets in toe United 
States and on markets which 
are not “price sensitive” rather 
than targeting larger markets. 
“There are markets available 
in toe United States, small but 
willing to pay more to come to 
Jordan. Those are toe areas 
that need to be concentrated 
on,” she said, refe rri ng to cer- 
tain groups that would be will- 


ing to explore the country 
more and therefore spend 
more money. 

On tbe other band. Gray 
focused on marketing Jordan 
in Europe. One of his recom- 
mendations was to develop the 
country’s rail system, and Hnk 
it to the European system to 
make travel cheaper and 
easier. 

According to Gray’s re- 
search, about 50 percent of the 
world's tourism is concentrated 
in Europe. Gray also pointed 
out that Jordan should explore 
tbe new markets in Eastern 
Europe. “It would be to Jor- 
dan’s advantage because a 
tourism market does not exist 
at the moment” 

Ross' and Gray's papers 
were part of a school competi- 
tion where 25 students partici- 
pated. 

According to Fakhri Twal, 
manager of Jordan Hotel 
Association, the project re- 
sulted from a seminar that was 
held at the beginning of the 
sefiool year, and was attended 
by William Kaven from Cor- 
nell University. Kaven ’s visit 
was shortly followed by Twal’s 
to Cornell to discuss Jordan’s 
problems in marketing and 
hotels. As a result, Kaven gave 
a class assignment on bow to 
develop tourism marketing for 
Jordan. It was agreed that tbe 
Jordan Hotel Association and 
Royal Jordanian would fly the 
winners to Jordan. 

According to Ross, toe re- 
search, which took half a 
school year to accomplish, in- 


volved visiting travel agents, 
toe Embassy of Jordan in 
Washington D.C. and librar- 
ies. She says that they also 
coordinated with Twal and the 
Ministry of Tourism. 

“We came across many diffi- 
culties, especially when we 
were dealing with travel 
agents," Gray said. 

He explained that travel 
agents in America did not have 
much information about Jor- 
dan. “When we would ask 
about Jordan, they would re- 
commend Egypt instead." 

“But now that we have been 
in Jordan for ten days it is a 
shame that people in tbe Un- 
ited States do not know much 
about it,” Gray said. 

This is tbe first time Gray 
and Ross have travelled to tbe 
Middle East. 

During their visit, Ross and 
Gray were received by. Her 
Majesty Queen Noor AI 
Hussein for an “exchange of 
ideas.” They discussed with 
the Queen Petra, its potential 
and facilities and how- to ba- 
lance the two, how to develop 
hotel tourism while still pre- 
serving nature and toe environ- 
ment, in addition to talking 
about Wadi Rum. 

The two students leave for 
tbe United States Monday, 
where they wQl follow up on 
their research. According to 
Ross, their last papers will be 
presented to the hotel associa- 
tion. 

“But we hope to do further 
research for ourselves and 
hopefully publish it in the Un- 
ited States,” said both of them. 


will be allocated for improving 
conditions for the local popula- 
tion, Badran announced. Accord- 
ing to the prime minister, con- 
cerned ministers will be touring 
the southern provinces again 
soon to conduct a detailed assess- 
ment of needs and the funds to be 
spent there. 

Visit to Maan 

Later Sunday, Badran visited 
Maan and the area's residents. 
Addressing the meeting, Badran 
said that the Arab countries of 
the Gulf, particularly Saudi Ara- 
bia, have provided genuine sup- 
port for Jordan to help it over- 
come its difficult economic situa- 
tion. 

Badran noted that the southern 
regions of Jordan were suffering 
from poor rain and living a real 
crisis. He said the ministers had 
been working hard throughout 
the last several days to find solu- 
tions to the problems facing tbe 
south. 

Badran charged the governor 
of Maan with forming a central 
committee, comprising the gov- 
ernor himself, department direc- 


tors, deputies and other people 
selected by the govemorate’s de- 
puties, to carry out a number of 
projects designed to provide wa- 
ter and construct agricultural and 
village roads. 

The prime minister stressed 
that toe Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation would install water 
pumps on the water-wells, avail- 
able in toe region, and would 
allow people to use them. 

The ministry will also provide 
the govemorate with water tank- 
ers to proride water to the re- 
piote villages, Badran said. 

To deal with the animal feed 
problem, Badran pledged the 
government's support for a 
mobile fodder centre, which will 
distribute fodder to the various 
parts of the govemorate. On the 
possibility of installing a modem, 
electronic telephone switch- 
bboard, Badran said the govern-, 
meat would try to obtain a loan to 
set up such a facility in Maan at 
the beginning of 1991. The prime 
minister also promised to provide 
a central refrigeration nnit for 
keeping frozen meat and to grant 
livestock breeders interest-free 
loans to buy fodder. 


Ministry prepares 
pilgrimage facilities 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
has rented 14,000 lodgings for 
Muslims performing this year’s 
holy pilgrimage to Mecca and 
Medina, according to an 
announcement by Sheikh Hamad 
Al Zarqan the ministry’s director 
of pilgrimage affairs. 

Zarqan said that all toe houses 
are located one to three 
kilometres away from the holy 
shrines where the pilgrimage rites 
are performed. 

Zarqan said that all facilities 
were available at the rented 
houses. 

The homes have been rented 
through the national pilgrimage; 
corporation set up by the ministry 
to organise transportation and 
i lodging of pilgrims. 

Zarqan recently visited Saudi 


Arabia and be inspected the, 
rented houses and met with Saudi 
officials in charge of pilgrimage 1 
affairs. 

The ministry last month' 
announced that each pilgrim will 
have to pay JD 110 for this year’s 
pilgrimage down from JD 130 last 
year and the fee covers lodging 
and transportation by land to and 
from the holy places in Mecca 
and Medina. 

Pilgrims start converging on the 
holy places in the second half of 
June for the pilgrimage, which 
culminates with toe final rites in 
Mecca around July 2, 1990. 

’EM Al Adha, toe feat of sacri- 
fice which comes at toe end of toe 
pilgrimage, normally falls 70 days 
after the 'Eid Al Fitr ending toe 
Holy Month of Ramadan, which 
is due to start on Wednesday., 


NATIONAL NEWS IN BRIEF 

King congratulates Bangladesh, Greece 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday sent a cable 
to Bangladeshi President Hussein Mohammad Ershad congratulat- 
ing him in his name and on behalf of toe Jordanian people on 
Bangladesh's national day anniversary. The King wished toe 
president continued good health and happiness and the Bang- 
ladeshi people further progress and prosperity. King Hussein also 
sent a congratulatory cable to Greek President Christos Sartzeti is-, 
congratulating him on bis country's independence day anniversary. 

Jordan, Syria discuss tourism 

DAMASCUS (Petra) — Minister of Tourism and Antiquities 
Abdul Karim Al Kabariti Sunday met with bis Syrian counterpart Adnan 
Qouli and discussed with him scopes of bilateral cooperation and 
means of encouraging tourist investments in both countries. 
Kabariti arrived in Damascus Sunday at the head of a Jordanian 
delegation on a three-day visit to Syria. In an arrival statement, 
Kabariti said he would discuss with Qouli issues pertaining to toe 
simplification of border and customs procedures, and formulating a ■ 
tourism marketing policy. He also said that he would convey to | 
Syrian Prime Minister Mahmoud Al Zu’bi a verbal message from i 
Prime Minister Mudar Badran dealing with bilateral relations and 
toe need to enhance the spirit of understanding that dominated toe 
Joint Higher Jordanian-Syrian Committee meetings, held in 
Amman at toe end of January. 

JPMC to use KD 8 million loan 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet Sunday announced its approval 
of relending a loan obtained by the government from the Arab 
Fund For Economic and Social Development to toe Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Company (JPMC). The eight-million Kuwaiti 
dinar loan will contribute to financing production processes in toe 
company’s projects. 

Two to be hanged today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Two convicts were scheduled to be hanged 
Monday morning at Swaqa prison for killing two Jordanians, 
identified as a four-year-old child, Samer Ahmad Deeb, and 
Mohammad AH Ibrahim Omoosh. One of the convicts, Itaf Deeb 
the second wife of Ahmad Deeb, was convicted of throwing her 
stepson, Samer, into a water well in a forest, thus killing him. The 
second convict, Mohammad Hamdan Abu Al Foul, was found 
guilty of killing Mohammad Ali Ibrahim Al Omoosh for a 
difference over diairmanship of Sarrout village council in Zarqa 
governorate. H 
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Middle ground in 
Soviet impasse 


THERE IS a growing fear that both Moscow and the 
breakaway government of Lithuania are patting themselves 
in strait jackets instead of making joint efforts to find an 
honourable way out of their existing impasse. With Soviet 
tanks rolling into Lithuania and Lithuanian President 
Vytantas Landsbergb refusing Moscow’s ultimatum to 
reverse his republic’s unilateral declaration of independ- 
ence, the stage is set for a con fr o n tat i on that might bring 
irreparable harm to both tides. Hie stakes in this standoff 
are also getting higher in view of calls mi Moscow to refrain 
from resorting to military means to settle the conflict. 

One can be sore that Mikhail Gorbachev is not so reckless 
as to deploy forceful means against Lithuania, not so modi 
in deference to the West hot rather out of deep commitment 
to the new Soviet policies of glasnost and perestroika which 
have become the trademark of contemporary Sonet policy - 
There is every reason to believe that the demonstration of 
force by the Soviet Union is intended to contain the 
Lithuanian declaration of independence titan to uproot it by 
sheer might. The goodwill that Gorbachev’s recent policies 
have generated worldwide are simply too important to 
sacrifice over a controllable situation as the one posed by 
Lithuania. What Moscow is in effect saying to Lithuania 
now is to cool it and stick rehgkmtiy to constitutional 
methods before it fids carried away with its decision to 
secede from the Soviet Union. It is relatively easy to 
sympathise with Moscow's legitimate concern that to let 
Lithuania break away from the Union would only invite 
other Soviet republics to do the same, thus creating chaos 
and instability across the whole country. Simultaneously, 
there is also every reason to believe that Moscow knows only 
too writ that the Lithuanian deration to leave the Soviet 
Union enjoys large scale grassroots support that cannot be 
frustrated for all times even by brnte force. 

The national answer to this impasse would lie in inviting 
the sides to deescalate their confrontation by going to the 
negotiating table. Given the realities of die IJthnanian 
situation it is not beyond the scope of common sense to 
expect the two antagonists to find a happy middle course to 
follow with a view to first defusing the tension between them 
and then to search for common grounds on which they can 
agree. Meanwhile, all countries, whether friends or foes of 
either party, will do better to refrain from escalating the 
tension there by refraining from issuing threats or littering 
innuendos. Instead of fanning the flame of ifi-feeling 
between Moscow and Lithuania, it would be much more 
constructive to encourage the two tides to settle their dispute 
in an amicable manner and on legal grounds In conformity 
with not only Soviet domestic law but also with international 
law and norms. 


JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra’i Sunday interpreted the US. Senate’s decision to declare 
Jerusalem as the capital of Israel two days ago as part of a show of 
support for Shimon Peres’s endeavours to form a new government 
in Israel. But the paper said that this decision also means a 
departure from a standing American policy which gave open ana 
supposedly unequivocal backing for U.N. Security Council 
Resolutions 242 and 338 which considered Jerusalem as part of 
Arab territory occupied since 1967. The United States should not 
£0 along with Israel’s decision concerning its annexation of the 
holy dty. because by doing so it is supporting a violation of 
international law, the paper noted. It said that the U.S. Senate 
which issued a resolution in support of Israel’s annexation can 
never help promote the process of peace as the Senate member 
had claimed. 


A1 Dustour daily commented on Prime Minister Mudar Badran’s 
tour of the southern regions of Jordan where he is discussing 
issues of concern to the local population prior to taking 
government measures to improve conditions. Badran and his 
accompanying Cabinet members made it a point in their initial 
meetings Saturday to point out the government's deep concern in 
promoting health and social services to the people of the south, 
stressing the need for closer cooperation with the local authorities 
for their achievement, the paper noted. It said that country is 
facing mounting challenges and difficulties which can only be 
overcome through diligence and cohesion. It said that the current 
onslaught represented in the influx of Jews into Palestine 
represented a major setback for the whole Arab Nation, and one 
that requires further solidarity among the Arabs and within the 
Kingdom itself. The paper echoed the prime minister’s call for 
stronger national unity which, it said, can shatter all conspiracies 
and evil designs concocted by the enemies of the Arab World. 


Due to a translation error, the Jordan Times in its Thursday issue 
of March 23, misquoted Al Ra’i columnist Tareq Masarweh as a 
saying “ Britain was proved irresponsible and irrational in its 
behaviour by its friends and allies in the European Community 
which have refused to join in imposing sanctions on Iraq, as 
London had demanded. ” In fact , what the writer said that in his 
column which was translated and published in the Jordan Press 
Editorials column was: "... here Britain's partners in the Euro- 
pean Council and the European Community discover Britain's 
free hypocricy. We never heard that the British sensitive 
conscience was greatly concerned about the killing of hundreds of 
Palestinian children for which the British amabssador in Tel a vtv 
was recalled home..." Tber was no reference in Masarweh ’s 
article to any British demands fro m the European Community to 
impose sanctions on Iraq. The Jordan Times regrets the error. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


Camp David broker champions international conference 


During his visit last week former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter talked to newspaper editors and 
columnists. Waleed Sadi reads into Mr. Carter’s 
thoughts on Middle East peace: 


I HAD a rare opportunity to 
exchange views with former 
U.S- Prescient Jimmy Carter 
last week during iris visit to 
Amman. The visit with him 
took place in the company of 
other Jordanian journalists 
who were invited to share their 
thoughts with the former presi- 
dent on current affairs in the 
Middle East. The one hour 
encounter with Mr. Carter 
turned out to be outstanding in 
more than one way and high- 
lighted by many revelations, at 
least for me. I hasten to record 
some of them for the benefit of 
all those concerned about the 
peace process in the Middle 
East. 


For a starter, President Car- 
ter now champions the interna- 
tional conference idea as dis- 
tinguished from the Camp 
David formula to pursue peace 
in the Middle East. Jemmy 


Carter, however, maintains 
that die international confer- 
ence format and the Camp 
David formula are not mutual- 
ly exclusive but rather com- 
plimentary to One another. 
And to prove that be had never 
entertained ill-feelings about 
the international conference 
idea, the former president 
assured his auc&ence that the 
first thing that was on his mind 
when he assumed U.S. pres- 
idency in 1977 was to expedite 
the convening of the confer- 
ence in the wake of the ill-fated 
first ever conference on the 
Middle East that was convened 
in Geneva in 1974 and which 
lasted for just one day. While 
working earnestly and diligent- 
ly to organise another Geneva 
meeting on ‘the heels of the 
defunct 1974 one, Mr. Carter 
went on to add that the prepa- 
ratory steps were suddenly 
overtaken and p r e e mpt ed by 


then-Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat's surprise visit to 
Jerusalem in 1978. As Mr. 
Carter pat it, it was Sadat’s 
abrupt visit to Jerusalem and 
what ensued from it that lay 
the gronnd work for convening 
the Camp David negotiations 
and, a priori, the diversion 
from die international confer- 
ence idea. Specifically speak- 
ing Mr. Carter advised the 
Camp David formula, was de- 
vised and improvised to rescue 
the bogged down and unsuc- 
cessful initial Egyptian-Israeli 
negotiations that ensued from 
the Sadat’s surprise visit to 
Jerusalem. To be sure, Mr. 
Outer pointed out all the 
efforts then and prior to 
Sadat’s trip to Jerusalem were 
not getting anywhere anyway 
thus giving additional impetus 
for an alternative peace pro- 
cess. 


The second major revelation 
that was made by President 
Carter daring the private dis- 
cussion that he had conducted 
on that afternoon was his firm 
conviction that the Camp 


David accord provided the 
Palestinian side with more 
assured political rights and 
windows of o p portunities to 
achieve their national yearn- 
ings than anything that is now 
on the negotiating table and 
acceptable to the Arab side. 
When asked if be considers the 
Camp David accord as yet 
another sussed opport unity for 
the Palestinians to realise their 
national aspirations. President 
Carter’s reply was in the 
affirmative. Mr. Carter has- 
tened to remind his audience 
that the 1983 Ronald Reagan’s 
initiative on die Middle East, 
which many Arab governments 
rushed to embrace, was not 
d iffe ren t from the Camp David 
accord, and in some ways even 
less. As Mr. Carter was mak- 
ing these points he often called 
on all sceptics to read all over 
the Camp David accords thus 
monnaHt^g that few Arabs had 
in fact examined the contents 
of that peace agreement with 
the necessary diligence and 
care that it deserves. To drive 
home even more his thesis 
about the viability of die Camp 


David agreement, Mr. Carter 
said dial he sees nothing in the 
UJS. Secretary of State James 
Baker’s proposal for Falesti- 
nian-Israeti talks that was not 
already there in die Camp 
David agr eement. And while 
seeing no operational alterna- 
tive to holding an international 
peace conference at the mo- 
ment, he also views Fatesti- 
aian-Israeli talks as tine qua 
non to holding such a confer- 
ence, since the Palestinian 
dimension of the broader 
Arab-Israeti conflict consti- 
tutes the crux and die heart of 
the matter. 


Yet the international confer- 
ence that Carter has in mind is 
strikingly different from any- 
thing that I bad taken for 
granted for a long time. Mr. 
Carter views such an interna- 
tional format as an oppo rtunity 
not neces sar ily to achieve a 
package deal peace agreement 
between Israel and the Arab 
parties but rather as a forum to 
conduct bilateral peace nego- 
tiations between Israel and 
each and every Arab party 


under the auspices of the Do- 
ited Nations without necessari- 
ly maintaining an organic link- 
age between such bilateral 
negotiations. The distinct im- 
pression that I tod when hear- 
ing die elaboration of Mr. Car- 
tor on the international confer- 
ence is that any Arab party 
may emerge out of it with a 
separate peace treaty with 
Israel without making such a 
peace agreement contingent on 
the succesrful completion of 
the other Israeli negotiations 
with the other Arab parties. 

The former president con- 
cluded his remarks to us on an 
optimistic note by reiterating 
his strongiy-beld view that all 
the peoples of the Middle East 
are strongly in favour of peace 
and that die governments in. 
the region are what is keeping 
this peace away from their 
peoples. That is why. Mr. Car- 
ter emphasised, attempts must 
be made to bypass and trans- 
cend governments to strike 
peace in the Middle East. Thu. 
I understood him to say, is one 
of the priorities that he pur- 
sues. 



Youth leader gets 
star treatment in 
Hungary’s election 


By Paul Holmes 

Renter 


BUDAPEST — Politicians tend 
not to oome in for adulation in 
Hungary but Viktor Oihan is one 
who does. 

A radical anti-Commomst, the 
postgraduate law student is lead- 
ing Hungary’s youth party, die 
Liberal F edera tion of Young 
Democrats (FIDESZ), into coun- 
try’s first free national elections 
since 1945. 

Polls suggest FIDESZ, res- 
tricted to Hungarians under 35, is 
certain to inject young blood into 
Hungary’s young democracy by 
winning a duster of seats in the 
new parliament. 

As Orban, 27, concludes a 
campaign debate with a ruling 
Socialist Party rival ata Budapest 
cinema, old ladies approach to 
shake him by the hand. 

They compete with teenagers 
pushing forward FIDESZ post-' 
ers, photographs and Denim 
jackets to be autographed by the 
man they hope may even be a 
government minister after the 
March 25 and April 8 ejections. 


“We are very strong among the 
pensioners and old people as well 
as the young,” Orton, unshaven 
and wearig an open-neked shirt 
under his brown tweed jacket, 
explained afterwards. 

“It’s a grandmother effect, to 
support their own grandchildren. 
Maybe they recognise their own 
youth in us.” 

FIDESZ was founded in March 
1988 by Orban and 37 other 
Budapest students as a non-secta- 
rian rival to the Communist 
Youth Union KISZ and has since 
swelled to 5,000 members. 

It defied orders to cease activi- 
ties and survived a year of harass- 
ment before it could register offi- 
cially, gaining a prominent role in 
the process that has ended Com- 
munist control. 

FIDESZ is fielding candidates 
in most constituencies on a plat- 
form that includes a market eco- 
nomy and welfare state, with- 
drawal of Soviet troops by June 
16 this year and dissolution of the 
Warsaw Pact and NATO military 
blocs. 


of Free Democrats, is a joint 
frontrunner. 

Orton ruled out coalition talks 
with the Socialist Party, succes- 
sors to the Communist Party 
wound up last October, and the 
Hungarian Socialist Workers' 
Party of diehard Communists. 
But he said all other parties were 
posable partners. 

“Any of diem,” was his reply 
when asked what ministerial job 
would suit him. 

“I can’t expect that somebody 
from FIDESZ will be prime 
minister but I think if we were 
invited we have at least three 
people who could be prime 
minister tomorrow,” he said. 

He was referring to himself and 
fellow FIDESZ co-founders 
Gabor Fodor and Tamas 
Dcutscfa. 

Orton, married with an eight- 
month-old daughter, earned his 
political spurs as a student at a 
specialised law faculty in 
Budapest which he tenned an 
“island of free thinking” under 
Communism. 

On June 16, 1989, be shot to 
national fame with a ringing de- 
nunciation of Communist leaders 
and the Soviet Union during the 
emotional reburial of Imre Nagy, 
the reformist who set up a multi- 
party government during Hun- 
gary's failed 1956 uprising. 

Nagy was hanged for treason 
on June 16, 1958. 


“I am not able to put in words 
how to I felt at that time,” Orban 
said of his televised speech to 
massed mourners in Budapest’s 
Heroes’ Square. 

His blunt speech drew severe 
fire from the government, which 
felt obliged to assure Moscow 
that it disapproved of Orton’s 
views. The controversy only en- 
hanced Orton's domestic reputa- 
tion as a thorn in the side of 
Communists. 


A Gallup organisation opinion • 
poll published on March 12 indi- 
cated it would win about six per 
cent of votes, which would make 
it Hungary’s sixth-strongest party 
and guarantee it a place in the 
new national assembly. 

This would give FIDESZ a 
voice in the coalition bargaining' 
certain to follow (he elections, in 
which its dose ally, the Alliance 


Orban was involved in round- 
table talks between the Commun- 
ists and opposition parties last 
summer that set the terms of 
Hungary’s transition to demo- 
cracy. 

He began a nine-month scho- 
larship to England's Oxford Uni- 
versity last October but inter- 
rupted bis stay in January to 
return home and fight the elec- 
tions. 

He said be hoped perhaps to 
resume his Oxford law studies 
after the summer but recognised 
that they may have to wait. 

“I don’t really know when I’ll 
go back," Orban said. 

"Not never, but later.” 


Closing ranks in Tobruk 


By John FnOerton 

Reuter 


CAIRO — Egyptian President 
Hosui Mubarak’s weekend 
summit meeting with Syrian 
President Hafez Al Assad in 
-Libya marked a dosing of 
Arab ranks prompted in part 
by radical changes sweeping 
the Soviet Union and Eastern 
Europe. 

Diplomatic and political 
Analysts also viewed the Tob- 
ruk summit sponsored by Li- 
byan leader Muammar Oadha- 
fi as capping years of sustained 
effort by Mubarak in mending 
his country’s relations wife the 
Arab World. 

Statements by Mubarak and 
Assad referred to the urgent 
need for Arab unity in the age 
of superpower -detente and 
change in Europe. 

“The Arab Nation badly 
needs strong solidarity and uni- 
ty of thought to be able to face 
economic blocs,” said 
Mubarak. 

Assad said: "Unless we 
move towards unity, the future 
of the Arab Nation with all its 
countries will be in danger. 

“This does not mean that we 
are pessimistic. We should be 
optimistic and we should cou- 
ple this optimism with action.” 

Qadhafi cited the emigration 
of Soviet Jews to Israel as an 
example of superpower de- 
tente working against Arab in- 
terests. 

"The danger (threatening 
the Arabs) is greater than our 
personal positions, greater 


than regional borders, greater 
than our self interests,” he 
said. 

“The danger threatens afi 
the (Arab) Nation and die 
enemy does not distinguish be- 
tween tins Arab or that Arab,” 
Qadhafi added. 

Just tod: from a trip to the 
Middle East with former U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter, Ken- 
neth Stein, a director at the 
Carter Presidential Centre in 
Atlanta, said he was surprised 
at the depth of Arab resent- 
ment. 


have made peace with Israel, 
Egypt had long been at odds 
with the two Arab states that 
staunchly oppose any form of 
compromise until the Jewish 
state. 

In October, Mubarak and 
Qadhafi agreed to bury the 
hatchet and open offices in 
each other’s capitals. 

Egypt, the largest recipient 
of U.S. aid after Israel, ba- 
lances ties with Washington by 
closely coordinating its di- 
plomacy with the PLO and is 
currently trying to arrange a 


a 


Unless we move towards unity, the ftztnre 
of the Arab Nation with all its countries 
will be in danger. This does not mean that 
we are pessimistic. We should be optimistic 
and we should couple this optimism with 
action.” 


“Stem said officials in Jor- 
dan, Egypt and Syria “believe 
there is a conspiracy — that 
Moscow is providing the 
bodies (Jews) and Washington 
is providing the money — and 
that the United States and the 
Soviet Union are doing this 
intentionally to hart the 
Arabs.” 

"This (summit) is something 
of a triumph for Mubarak,” 
said a Cairo-based Western di- 
plomat. “He has managed to 
mend fences with Libya and 
Syria without giving anything 
away." 

The only Arab country to 


first ever IsraeK-Palestmian di- 
alogue in Cairo. 

For Assad, who has long 
relied on Moscow for backing, 
the summit follows rapid 
change in Eastern Europe and 
the Soviet Union that could 
deprive him and other hardline 
Arabs of traditional sources of 
financial and military support 

Another factor, the analysts 
said, was the stalemate in Mid- 
dle East peace efforts since the 
collapse of Israel’s coalition 
government earlier this month 
after Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir refused to accept U.S. 
proposals on who should 


attend the Cairo talks. 

"Egyptian peace efforts 
have ran into a brick wall 
where Israel is concerned,” 
said a European diplomat. 
“Bringing Syria into the ball- 
park may help swing things the 
Arabs’ way.” 

The analysts were watching 
closely to see whether Assad 
could be modifying bis policies 
in return for wider acceptance 
in Arab councils. 

. Use Soviet envoy to Syria, 
Alexander Zotov, was quoted 
by the Washington Post late 
last year as saying that Moscow 
wanted Syria to abandon a 
quest for strategic parity with 
Israel and adopt a policy of 
military deterrence instead. 

Egyptian officials have long 
said^ privately that Syria cannot 
be eixduded from the Middle 
East peace process if there is to 
to Teal progress in ending the 
Arab- Israeli conflict. 

Michael Hudson, director of 
the Centre for Contemporary 
Arab Studies at Washington's 
Georgetown University, said 
the United States would not be 
unhappy over Egyptian-Syrian 
rapport. 

Instead, the U.S. adminis- 
tration bad long felt that 
Syria’s strategic role was- in- 
escapable, and had en- 
deavoured to keep lines open 
to the Syrian leadership at a 
high level. 

Hudson described the cur- 
rent U.S. ambassador to 
Damascus as high-powered 
with second-to-none access to 
Assad and his aides. 
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Conservation of archaeology 
— a national strategy 


Following is the first part of a lecture delivered by GhazL 
Sand at the American Centre for Oriental Research in 
Amman. The second part will appear in Tuesday's issue of 
trie Jordan Times. 


THE 20th century brought fast 
economic development to all 
countries in the world, and in the 
same time rapid depletion of 
natural resources. This process 
endangers life on earth for the 
coming generations. 

A world conservation strategy 
is needed to coordinate efforts, 
and to implement conceited ac- 
tions at national and international 
levels, to sustain development 
and to support life in future. 

It should be stated that pre- 
servation of environment and 
natural resources is the most diffi- 
cult responsibility for Jordan. 
Our population has increased by 
eight folds in the last 40 years, 
mainly because of forceful evic- 
tion of Palestinians from their 
homeland. The city of Amman is 
unique in a sense that its popula- 
tion increased by 40 folds in 40 
years. 

Water which is the source of 
life is not adequate. By the year 
2000 Jordan will not have enough 
drinking water for its growing 
population. Limited financial re- 
sources will have their impact in 
the years to come on the capabil- 
ity to keep sound environment. 

Jordan has joined efforts to 
protect natural resources by pre- 
paring a national strategy. A law 
for the protection of environment 
will be based on this strategy 
outlines. A report was prepared 
by a working group on archaeolo- 
gy and cultural resources: 

Scope and importance 

Jordan is considered one of the 
earliest countries inhabited by 
man. Some rites like Abu Hab3 
in the Jordan Valley dates back to 
l.S million years. 

Around 60,000 to 70,000 
archaeological sites could be 
counted. This fact made it very 
difficult to distinct between 
archaeological sites and non- 
archaeolcgicsl sites. The entire 
country is a big museum. To 
protect these rites the starting 
point should be that ownership of 
11 property entails responsibility 


for antiquities on that property. 
Thus a comprehensive inventory 
of archaeological sites should be 
prepared. Details should be in- 
cluded in the register at the de- 
partment of land and survey, and 
put on maps. 

Three categories of archaeolo- 
gical rites could be outlined: 

a) Sites of outstanding national 
importance to be preserved at all 
costs. The site and its environ- 
ment should be equally pro- 
tected. 

b) Sites in poor condition and of 
marginal importance, which 
could be demolished after docu- 
mentation. 

c) Sites now demolished where 
protection is not considered 
appropriate. 

To illustrate the scope of the 
problems of preserving 
archaeological sites, I will present 
a case study of a small village in 
Salt district. The nam e is Jal'ad. 

Jar ad village is part of Balqa’ 
Governorate; located 32 
kilometres north west of Amman. 
Its altitude ranges between 600 
and 800 metres above sea level. 

Jal'ad is predominantly an 
Ayynbid-Mamluk Islami c village. 
Its name Jal'ad is derived from 
Arabic, which means hard rock. 
The fact that there are three 
water springs in the village, one 
of which is still yielding water, 
insured a semi-permanent human 
occnpation in the site. 

Jal'ad was visited by several 
scholars. The only dig that took 
place in die area happened in 
1973 by Dr. Hussein Qaindil. The 
finds are now exhibited in Sait 
Museum. 

It is well established that Jal'ad 
could not be identified with Bib- 
lical Ramoth-Gilaad or Mizpah 
(Gilliad of Jacob). This could be 
confirmed by the Oxford Biblical 
Atlas and other similar publica- 
tions. 

Jal'ad is the most important 
rite in its region according to 
Dalman. The site is very rich in 
Roman, Byzantine and Islamic 
antiquities, more than 50 
archaeological spots can be easily 


identified. 

The most important prominent 
of its remains is the Roman fami- 
ly mausoleum dating back to the 
second century - A.D. Similar 
forms could be found in 
Quseimeh and Nuweijis. It has 
two niches and a rose window 
over the door. 

The rite also contains five wa- 
ter cisterns,, one of which is of 
distinct engineering construction. 
It has a rectangular form and an 
opening for ventilation. The 
others have oval shape and are all 
carved in the rock with a plaster 
finish. 

Also found is an old Roman 
wine press engraved in the rocks 
and is still in good condition. An 
Ayyubid olive press could also be 
seen in one of the caves. The old 
Necropolis of Jal’ad, described by 


The most important rite in the 
village is the Mar Elias Chapel, 
whose walls were used in 1936 to 
build a house. Three of the re- 
maining mosaic floors were com- 
pletely destroyed in 1986 and a 
concrete house built instead, the 
only existing remains are a cave 
and an underground tomb. 

The adjacent rite (Jaloud), is a 
fortified Ayyubid settlement. It 
was partially damaged in 1987 
when its southern c orner wa s 
bulldozed to make way for a farm 
road. The same year the eastern 
area of the spring of Jaloud was 
damaged in search of the water 
which disappeared in 1934. 
Stones from the site were used to 
build boundary walls for adjacent 
land. It is important to note that 
Jaloud is a public property pro- 
tected by the law. 


Jordan has joined efforts to protect 
natural resources by preparing a national 
strategy. A law for the protection of 
environment will be based on this strategy 
outlines. A report was prepared by a 
working group on archaeology and cultu- 
ral resources 


N. Gluck, with its 10 tombs of 
rectangular shafts sunk in rock is 
already demolished. It is now the 
site of the village school and 3 
neighbouring modern houses. 

Fourteen tombs of the same 
form still exist in the village and 
in good condition. Their date 
goes back to the second and 
eighth century A.D. according to 
the excavation done by Dr. Hus- 
sein Qandil in 1973. Several cave- 
tombs were also discovered. One 
of which has built-in arches simi- 
lar to those in Umm-Rasas. 

The existing remains of the 
Ayyubid mosque wi thin the rite 
needs urgent restoration. 

An old Roman Bath, with a 
vaulted ceiling was also disco- 
vered. The bath was partly dam- 
aged by the use. of a bulldozer in 
search of a water spring in 1986. 


Conservation 

In 1987 Jal'ad was given the 
status of a village with a local 
council. Only one of these nomin- 
ated is able to read and write 
well. A plan for the village’s 
infra- st r u ct ur e was created by in- 
experienced architect Methods 
applied were same as those in 
highly developed parts of the 
country. 

Autostrads of 68 metres width 
were to cut the village from east 
to west. Another belt road of 20 
metres width was planned to sur- 
round the village boundaries. 
This plan would have not only 
destroyed the archaeological re- 
mains in the village, it would have 
also damaged agricultural land 
already allocated for housing. 


In spite of all protests the plan 
was approved with small adjust- 
ments. Dr. Ghazi Bisheh, direc- 
tor of die Department of Anti- 
quities, demanded that the Minis- 
try of Rural Affairs should recon- 
sider the plan to protect the 
archaeological sites. 

Jal’ad is also unique in its 
ecological .nature which is appa- 
rent in its flowers and plants most 
of the known flora of Jordan 
could be found in and around the 
village. The surrounding woods 
are of great beauty where oaks, 
pistachis and kharoub trees are 
common. Some oak trees are 800 
years old whereas several olive 
trees are more than 1000 years 
okl. 

In the last 15 years, at least 50 
per cent of the woods were up- 
rooted to plant olive trees. The 
face of Jal'ad is changing rapidly 
from green to an ugly grey-brown 
under this new development. 

In 1980, a modern agricultural 
project was launched on the 
slopes of Jal'ad. The fertile land 
surface was fully bulldozed and 
the project ended in a total loss 
for investors in addition to the 
ecological damage. The whole 
area is now under the control of 
the Zarqa River Basin Project 
where better handling for the 
technological problems is ex- 
pected. 


Conclusions 

1. Towns and villages of historical 
importance should be planned 
only after a survey by the Depart- 
ment of Antiquities to avoid 
further destruction. A repre- 
sentative of the department 
should be nominated in the Su- 
permen Council of rural plan- 
ning. 

2. Land survey by the Ministry of 
Agriculture should be prepared 
Id protect farm lands and woods 
in the villages. Rocky lands 
should be allocated for bousing. 
A law should be enacted for this 
purpose. 

3. Forest land is scarce apd there- 
fore must be protected. Frail 
trees like pistachio or almonds 
could be planted in open spaces 
within the same area. Olive trees 
should not be planted on the cost 
of destroying forests in Jordan. - 



Almost every Imook and corner of Jordan is full of of the major responsibilities of the Kingdom's 
archaeological riches and their preservation is one authorities. 




The salon of Mrs. Weodd in Caraavalet Mnsenm (photo by M. Dnbroca). 


Carnavalet museum 


By Claire Thierry 

THE YEAR of the bicentenary 
also meant a revolution, but, this 
time, a peaceful one, for the most 
Parisian museum, the Carna- 
valet, whose renovated and en- 
larged premises opened to the 
public last summer. 

The Caraavalet museum, in- 
stalled in a sumptuous private 
mansion in the Marais district 
(Madame de Sevigne lived 
there), had been slumfrsring since 
its creation in 1880. It mainly 
boused decorative and architectu- 
ral pieces rescued from demoli- 
tions resulting from the consider- 
able city-planning work which 
changed the face of the French 
capital last century. 

Beneath the sumptuous de- 
coration of this 16th century man- 
sion, visitors can discover the 
history of Paris from its origins up 
until today, revealed by sculp- 
ture, paintings, photographs, ob- 
jects and furniture. But the re- 


serves contained many treasures 
which were out of sight for lack of 
space. 

With the transformation of a 
neighbouring building, dating 
from the 17th century, the 
museum doubled its area, which 
now amounts to nearly 13,000 
square metres and it can finally 
display most of its collections. 
The work took five years and was 
finished in the middle of the 
celebrations of the bicentenary of 
the French Revolution..., which 
gave the museum many of its 
riches. These are finally on show. 
The head curator, Bernard de 
Montgolfier, points oat that “The 
most complete, most lively and 
most moving documentation on 
that crucial period is found here." 

Coincidence or complicity, that 
unique collection on the revolu- 
tion, which was cramped into 
three rooms, now has a complete 
floor to itself, in a residence 
having belonged to Le Peletier de 
Saint-Fargeao, a deputy of the 


a place full 

nobility, won over to the revolu- 
tion, who voted for King Lonis 
XVTs death and died from it, 
assassinated for revenge, in 1793. 

Thanks to the restoration, the 
rooms present the atmosphere of 
the period. Portraits of the heroes 
of the time pass before our eyes: 
Robespierre, Damon, Marat, La 
Fayette and Louis XVI (in his last 
portrait by Ducreux). One can 
also see the royal family’s furni- 
ture in the ’Temple’’ prison, and 
the forty cut-out gouaches 
painted by Le Sueur, which are a 
real comic-strip of the Revolu- 
tion. And then, higgledy-pid- 
dledy, Danton’s shaving dish, the 
Dauphin’s school-books and a 
model of the Bastille carved out 
of the very stone of that disgraced 
prison. 

From the empire to the Belle 
Epoque, the 19th century is also 
amply illustrated with portraits of 
Talleyrand and Madame de Re- 
camier, Chateaubriand’s muse, 
the day bed of the imperial 


of surprises 


prince, scenes from Bohemian 
life in the Romantic period, and 
moving pictures from the revolu- 
tionary days Paris lived through 
in July 1830 and in 1848. And it is 
hard not to laagfa at the asto- 
nishing gallery of caricature- 
sculptures, in the form of statuet- 
tes, of personalities (writers, 
politicians, musicians, singers, 
etc.) from last century, carved by 
Dan ton's fierce chisel. 

From the early 20th century, 
one will, above all, retain the 
very beautiful decorative pieces: 
the long-drawn-out curves of the 
drawing-room in the Cafe de 
Paris, made by the architect Hen- 
ri Sauvage, in 1899; and the 
luxuriant Ait Nouveau interlac- 
ing and stained-glass windows of 
Fouquet’s jewellery shop, im- 
agined, in 1900 by Alphonse 
Mucha. Madame de Wendel's 
vast ballroom is also astonishing, 
with its purple and silver decor, 
painted by the Catalan artist Jose 
Maria Sert, brilliantly reinter- 


preting the Italian baroque style 
on the theme of the meeting 
between the Queen of Sheba and 
King Solomon. 

Other, more intimistic. dis- 
coveries, among these reconstitu- 
tions, include the rooms of wri- 
ters. There is Marcel Proust’s 
black and yellow room, covered 
in cork, the poet Anna de Noail- 
les’ from which a boudoir scent 
escapes, and Paul Leautaud's, 
which is realistic with its chamber 
pot and armchair whose worn 
velvet has known the claws of 
generations of cats. 

This museum of charm and 
emotion has other surprises tuck- 
ed away for its visitors (over 
230.000 a year). There is a book- 
shop, a modernised reception 
area, a children's workshop and a 
graphic arts studio (with 300,000 
items) which has been completely 
refurbished. By 1993, there are 
plans for an auditorium seating 
170. — (L‘ Actualite en France). 



(Canttoued from page 1) 
almost alt the American “legisla- 
tors, albeit elected by U.S. 
citizens, largely reflect the views 
of international 2Lionism." 

He said the resolution's impact 
on the peace process hinged on 
the reaction of the White House, 
which has recently shown flexibil- 
ity as to deal with the Arab- 
Israeli conflict. 

"President George Bush’s re- 
cent declarations about the im- 
portance of keeping Jerusalem a 
united dry and former President 
Jimmy Carter’s remarks against 
settling Soviet Jewry in the occu- 
pied territories signal a positive 
sign from the American adminis- 
tration towards solving the con- 
flict,” be said. 
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Kuwait condemns U.S. move 

Kuwait Sunday condemned as 
a severe blow to peace efforts the 
U.S. Senate resolution. 

The Kuwaiti cabinet condemns 
■The raising of this issue by the 
Senate at this juncture and con- 
siders the move a crushing blow 
to peace efforts and a flagrant 
defiance of the international will 
in genera! and that of Arab and 
Islamic nations in particular,” 
said the minister of state for 
cabinet affaire, Rashid Abdul 
Aziz A1 Rashid. 

He made the statement follow- 
ing a regular weekly session of 
the cabinet. 
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Kremlin fears wide 
unemployment danger 


MOSCOW (AP) — Presidential 
advisers are concerned that dras- 
tic proposals to speed transition 
to a market economy could cause 
widespread unemployment and 
force the government to imple- 
ment a sweeping welfare prog- 
ramme, a source said Saturday. 

The main problem is how to 
guarantee employment and take 
care of the needy, said the 
source, who is part of the team 
developing the new proposal for 
Pre^ J ent Mikhail Gorbachev. It 

al: ..as to be worked out very 

carefully. 

Despite the note of caution, 
the source gave no indication 
Gorbachev has backed away from 
his determination to press for 
radical measures to wrest the 
already sick economy from its 
downward slide. 

The source, speaking on condi- 
- tion of anonymity, said the transi- 
tion ro a market economy may 
lead to a sharp increase in unem- 
ployment, which last year 
reached 27 per cent in some areas 
of the Soviet Union. 

The source provided the first 
independent confirmation of a 
published report that a drastic, 
17-point economic reform is 
being formulated following Gor- 
bachev's accession to a new. 
stronger Soviet presidency. The 
report was circulated last week by 
the Soviet Interfax news agency, 
an affiliate of Radio Moscow. 

The package, designed by a 
team of economists, includes 
freeing prices now set by state 
planners without regard to costs. 
Any lifting of price controls is 
expected to bring quick and 
dramatic inflation. 

According to Interfax, the 


package of proposed bills and 
executive orders also would in- 
volve a sell-off of many govern- 
ment-owned factories through 
stock sales to individuals and 
foreigners, and it would include 
steps to make the rouble conver- 
tible on world currency ex- 
changes. 

The source said the team work- 
ing on the plan was encouraged 
by the example of Poland, which 
decided to adopt a market system 
as quickly as possible to shorten 
the inevitably painful transition 
period. Soviet leaders have pre- 
ferred to be more slow and care- 
ful in their economic steps. 

Poland's Solidarity-led govern- 
ment last year lifted price con- 
trols over a six-month period, 
which led to enormous price in- 
creases. But there are signs die 
initial chaotic reaction is abating. 

Inflation in Poland dropped 
from a monthly rate of 60 to 70 
per cent in January to a projected 
six per cent in March, once- 
empty stores have been stocked, 
and the Polish zloty has been mack; 
convertible thanks to a massive 
Western aid programme. 

“Look, in Poland it worked,” 
the source said. “There are dan- 
gers, of course, and we have to be 
careful. But we don't have any 
other choice.” 

One such danger is unemploy- 
ment. In Poland, the number of 
workers out of jobs jumped to 
150,000 and may reach 400,000 as 
inefficient enterprises are dosed, 
Polish experts say. 

In the Soviet Union, efforts to 
streamline bloated factory 
payrolls are leaving millions of 
people without jobs. Last Octo- 
ber, the Communist Parly daily 


Hravda said unemployment, 
which officially didn’t exist under 
previous Kremlin leaders, 
readied 27.6 per cent in Azerbai- 
jan and was 20 per cent or higher 
in the Central Asian republics of 
Tadzhikistan and Uzbekistan. 

Immediately after b is inaugura- 
tion earlier this month, Gor- 
bachev pledged drastic economic 
reform, and Western diplomats 
speculated that he needed the 
security and powers of the five- 
year terra as president to risk the 
upheaval that might accompany 
severe measures. 

Interfax Friday quoted experts 
as saying the public is unprepared 
for the sweeping changes contem- 
plated. 


“There can be no doubt that 
transition to a market economy is 
our top priority,” said V. Belkin, 
an Academy of Sciences econom- 
ist. “What worries me... is that it 
provides for an overnight intro- 
duction of the market the way 
they did in Poland. The model of 
that country may not work here, 
because public opinion is not 
prepared to accept it.” 

Belkin warned that serious so- 
cial problems could result. 

V. Mayevslti of the academy's 
Institute of Economics also 
wanted of the social ramifications 
of the planned economic steps. 

“A sharp increase in prices 
cannot be ruled out, as happened 
in Poland, and there may be 
rampant unemployment, because 
the structure of production in this 
country is inadequate,'* he said. 
“In the long run that scenario trill 
lead to economic progress, but 
before that considerable sacrifice 
will have to be made.” 



s sell state companies 


KUALA LUMPUR (AP) — To 
many governments in the Asia- 
Pacific region, selling unprofit- 
able, inefficient state companies 
to private investors seemed an 
ideal way to spur economic 
growth or reduce debt. 

The results have been mixed, 
and the process is not always 
smooth. 

In Indonesia, Finance Minister 
Johannes Sumariin has said 215 
state companies were candidates 
for sale, joint ventures or liquida- 
tion, and in November listed 52 
for sale. Critics include consumer 
activists, militant Muslims, intel- 
lectuals, cooperatives and the 
armed forces. 

President Corazon Aquino of 
the Philippines, who inherited an 
enormous debt and money-losing 
state companies in 1986, set ab- 
out getting the government out of 
business. The Asset Privatisation 
Trust has sold off enterprises 
worth more than $400 million. • 

Singapore's Public Sector Di- 
vestment Committee recom- 
mended in 1985 that more than 
500 state companies and author- 
ities be sold. The Telecom- 
munications Authority, with a 
possible market capitalisation 
equivalent to S5.4 billion, is ex- 
pected to be private and listed on 


the stock exchange by 1992 or 
1993. 

Taiwan has plans to put 19 of 
its 45 state enterprises in private 
hands. All 45 have more than 
200,000 employees and account 
for up to 30 per cent of total 
output. 

In Pakistan. Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto said last year her 
country would follow Britain's 
lead in selling stock in state-run 
industries to achieve broad-based 
ownership. 

Japan started offering shares in 
the telecommunications giant 
Nippon Telegraph and Tele- 
phone four years ago. 

South Korea's generally suc- 
cessful divestment programme in- 
cludes the largest steel producer, 
other manufacturers, banks, utili- 
ties and trading firms. 

Nowhere was the goal of priva- 
tisation given greater priority 
than in Malaysia. 

Seven years after the program- 
me was announced, however, 
only 21 government operations 
have gone: private through direct 
sale 'of existing assets, public list- 
ing on the stock exchange, man- 
agement contracts or temporary 
ownership arrangements.. 

They include the national air- 
line, a lottery, public utilities. 


Reforms bite 
ugoslavs 


BELGRADE (R) — At least 122 Yugoslav firms have gone 
bankrupt and one-fifth of the communist-ruled country’s six 
million workers face unemployment as Western-style economic 
austerity starts to bite. 

The bankruptcies were the first since Prime Minister Ante 
Markovic launched a touch economic reform programme at the 
start of the year. They raised the spectre of unrest by a workforce 
already angered by the reforms. 

The State Auditing Service has said the insolvencies were 
recorded in January but did not make clear if the companies had 
closed and their 65,000 workers had ben made redundant. 

It said 20 per cent of Yugoslav would lose their jobs, doubling 
the current 1.2 million unemployed, as the price of Yugoslavia's 
recovery from 3.000 per cent inflation, falling industrial outpat 
and a $16 billion foreign debt. 

Markovic. faring Yugoslavia’s worst crisis since World War IT, 
said he was prepared for strikes and vowed not to let unrest derail 
reforms under which the government will for the first time not bail 
out loss-making state firms. 

“We are taking all essential measures to reduce tensions and 
prevent making a political issue of social tensions which could 
seriously jeopardise the programme.” he told a seminar of foreign 
journalists. 

These included setting aside the juivalent of S150 million to 
help set up unemployment bene. ‘ schemes in the Balkan 
federation's eight republics and pro inces and encouraging the 
establishment of small private firms. 

“The government does not intend to react to strikes in any 
way,” he said. “We should solve all problems in a democratic way 
and by political means.” 

Non-aligned Yugoslavia’s reforms are supported by the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund and Western governments. 
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shipping companies, highway 
construction projects, a television 
station and the concern responsi- 
ble for removing garbage from 
Kuala Lumpur dty hall. 

Plans call for electric power 
and the railroads to move toward 
private ownership this year. 
Senior officials talk for the first 
time, however, of poor progress, 
red tape, the need for a master 
plan and lack of enthusiasm 
among civil servants. 

“Lack of understanding of the 
policy” hampers privatisation and 
it has not been carried out well. 
Finance Minister Daim Zainud- 
din said. 

Too many rivfl servants are 
unsure of the objectives and 
methods. Daim said in a recent 
speech, bat “this problem is 
being overcome. ...the govern- 
ment has already prepared a pri- 
vatisation master plan.” 

Other officials rite resistance 
by labour unions, legal and finan- 
cial obstacles, administrative 
problems and accusations of poli- 
tical favouritism. 

Daim said the government 
once provided the equivalent of 
$10.7 billion in loan guarantees 
for about 1,000 state companies. 
At least 246 were tagged for sale 
out of 434 studied by a team of 

foreign and domestic merchant 
bankers. 

Conversion of the railroads is 
expected to be the big test. The 
6,000-member raflwaysmen’s un- 
ion of Malaya has pledged to 
fight. 

“How can we accept commer- 
cialisation of any sort when even 
in an advanced country like 
Japan, the system has cost the 
removal of 75,000 railway work- 
ers?” said onion leader Abdul 
Gaffoor Ibrahim. 

Malaysia’s narrow-gauge, ang- 
le-track system was offered for 
sale in 1986 for a token 1 ringgit 
(37 cents) in hopes private own- 
ers would improve service and 
achieve profitability. There were 
not takers. 

Labour opposition also delays 
an ambitious programme in 
neighbouring Thailand, where 
planners saw denationalisation as 
a cure for inefficiency and an 
overburdened infrastructure. 

About 5.800 port workers 
struck three times in six months 
against a government derision to 
let private firms operate at least 
part of a new deep-sea container 
port at Laem Chabang, 129 
kilometres south of Bangkok. 

Hong Kong has put its port, 
water supplies, post office, civil 
aviation and other essential ser- 
vices in private hands, but the 
British Down colony reverts in 
1997 to control by China, which 
has rejected private ownership. 

“Political regimes that are 
based on privatised economies 
breed all forms of corruption," 
the Chinese Communist Party 
newspaper People’s Daily said in 
December. 

Public ownership has become 
“an irreversible trend,” it said, 
and declared: "Capitalist priva- 
tisation determines that the capi- 
talist gets the bigger interest and 
thus the workers become the de- 
pressed and exploited." 


OPEC, non-OPEC producers 
ponder future oil investments 


MUSCAT (R) — For years 
dominated by questions of price 
and quotas, oil producers facing 
demand for huge future invest- 
ment are now grappling with 
issues ranging from growing en- 
vironmental pressures to the 
world’s ageing tanker fleet. 

Immediately ahead of them is a 
forecast need to raise their pro- 
duction capacity. 

Organisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC) 
Secretary-General Subroto esti- 
mates this will cost $60 billion. 


Squeezed between the pro- 
jected growth in demand in the 
next decade, growing environ- 
mental concerns, and financial 
strain from the past, OPEC and 
independent oil producers spent 
the weekend in Oman analysing 
the fundamental questions faring 
the industry. 

Officials from 25 oil states, 
which produce eight of every 10 
barrels of ofl produced, also dis- 
cussed the elusive issue of “price 
stability.” 

“The main theme of the meet- 
ing was what is the best way of 
achieving stability in the oil mar- 
ket," Salem Mohammad Shaban, 
undersecretary of Oman’s pet- 
roleum ministry said Saturday. 

The meeting between 13 


OPEC members and 12 indepen- 
dent oil producing and exporting 
countries (IPEC) was organised 
by small non-OPEC Oman, de- 
facto leader of the independent 
group. 

Their first meeting in 1988 re- 
sulted a year later in some non- 
OPEC states agreeing to cut ex- 
ports by five per cent in the 
second quarter of 1989 to help 
OPECs efforts to support prices. 

Production in non-OPEC 
countries is expected to drop or 
remain steady in the next 10 
years, while OPEC plans to raise 
output considerably to meet the 
projected one to two per cent 
increase in demand. 

OPEC sources estimate die 
Western world's oil demand will 
reach 55 million barrels per day 
(htt) by 3995 from around 1995 
from around 52 million now. It 
will then grow another three to 
four million b/d between 1995- 
2000. 

OPEC and non-OPEC experts 
during their two-day meeting 
which began Saturday studied the 
following problems awaiting pro- 
ducers in the next 10 years: 

— Where will the money come 
from to finance new investments 
to' boost oil production capacity. 

— - How can prices be kept at a 
level ot stimulate consumer de- 


mand, while malting reasonable 
profit at home. 

— How much of the world’s 
energy requirements be met by 
other sources of energy. 

— Is it worth spending money 
on expensive new techniques to 
recover more barrels in mature 
oil fields, 


— What will it cost to maintain 
existing oil facilities, refineries, 
export terminals and the world’s 
aging tanker fleet, . 

— Will environmental press- 
ures in Western countries lower 
ofl and gas demand and push 
production and exploration costs 
up. 

“One of the future issues will 
be to create a bridge between oil 
producer and consumer coun- 
tries." Shaban said. "I am invest- 
ing, I give some security for oQ 
supply, I need some security for 
oil demand." 

Another major topic discussed, 
based on a paper prepared by 
Mexico, was pricing mechanisms 
in the market, which link most oil 
prices to a few benchmnark 
crudes. 

Most producers criticise the 
current system because the 
quantity of the key erodes in- 
volved is getting smaller or is easy 
to manipulate, delegates said. 
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N. Yemen forecasts widening deficit 


SANAA (R) — North Yemen, on the threshold of unity with 
debt-burdened South Yemen, has forecast a budget deficit for 
1990 of 5.16 biOioo riyals ($600 million). Conservative North 
Yemen, which has ofl income estimated at between $500 million 
and I 700 million a year, had a 4.7 billion riyals (5522 million) 
budget deficit in 1989. The North Yemeni news agency Saba said 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh ratified the budget with projected 
revenue of 19.6 billion riyals ($2.2 billion), compared to 16 billion 
riyals ($1.8 billion) in 1989. Sanaa, which has one of the lowest 
debt-serving ratio among developing nations, forecasts that 
spending will rise to 24.8 billion riyals (S2.77 billion) in 1990. 
against 21 billion riyals ($2.30 billion) the previous year. North 
Yemen became an oil exporter in 1987 and now produces around 
190,000 barrels per day (b/d). The International Monetary Fund 
has said North Yemen's total debt stood at around $3 billion at 
the end of 1987. 


U.S.-GCC trade Increases 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United States has boosted trade with 
Gntf Arab countries since the ceasefire between Iran and Iraq 18 
months ago, the U.S. ambassador to the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) has said. Edward Walker said in a statement that total 
U.S.-GCC trade in 1989 rose to $15.5 billion from $13.3 billion in 
1988. The Gulf Cooperation Council — Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Bahrain, the UAE, Oman and Qatar — showed a surplus of $2.6 
billion in 1989, against a $1.8 billion in 1988. The biggest Middle 
East market for U.S. goods is Saudi Arabia. Most of U.S. imports 
from the GCC are ofl while it sells mainly vehicles, capital,- and 
consumer goods to the GCC. “With the ceasefire in the Iran-lraq 
war in place, it is the intention of the U.S. government to focus on 
building anew business, social, and educational ties with all Arab 
Gulf states,” Walker said. 


Morocco seeks Gulf Arab markets 


ADU DHABI (R) — Morocco, facing a tightening of the 
European Community job market, wants Gulf countries to 
employ more of its workers. "From now on Gulf investors can 
open offices to hire Moroccan labour without local participation 
in the project,” Moroccan Employment Minister Hassan Abbadi 
has said. Abbadi told reporters Morocco would cut the price of air 
tickets by 55 per cent to help its citizens seek jobs in the Gulf. 
“This will encourage Moroccan labourers to travel to the Gulf and 
give them a chance to compete there,” he said. A recent Arab 
Monetary Fund study said a million Moroccans and other North 
Americans work in Europe but it was feared their job chWes 
would lessen as East Europe opens up to the West. About 5,000 
Moroccans currently work in Gulf Arab states, about 1,000 in the 
UAE. 


Coca-Cola makes record profit 


ATLANTA (R) — Coca-Cola has said that strong foreign growth 
pushed its fourth-quarter operating profits up 5.2 per cent from a 
year ago to almost $248 miliion while full-year net income rose 
64.2 per cent to a record $1.7 trillion. The world’s biggest soft 
drink company dosed the books on 1989 by recording a one-time 
profit of $509 million from the sale to Japan’s Sony Corporation 
of its controlling stake in Columbia Pictures Entertainment, 
which refocused Coca-Cola solely on beverages after a decade of 
mixed success in diversification. Coca-Cola said 1989 operating 
profits from its key foreign business, which generates three- 
fourths of its profits, rose 13 per cent from 1988 while income 
from the U.S. soft drink business grew by 11 per cent. The 
beverage business is growing modi farter in foreign markets titan 
in Coca-Cola's home market. 


Winterthur buys insurance unit 


ZURICH (AP) — Winterthur, one of Switzerland's leading 
insurers, has said that it has acquired a unit of Reliance Insurance 
of tire United States for $630 nriQRm. The unit. General Casualty 
of Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, which wrote premiums totalling about 
$400 million in 1989, will raise Winterthur’s total U.S. premium 
income to nearly $1-2 billion, according to Winterthur. A 
■ Winterthur spokesman noted that General Casualty achieved an 
underwritng profit, which he said was an unusual feat for U.S. 
in s u re r s. He also said the acquisition fills a regional gap in 
Winterthur’s U.S. marketing network. Analysts in Zurich said a 
rule of thumb for insurance takeovers calls for a price amounting 
to at least the annual premium income of the company to be 
bought. They agreed that General Casualty appeared to be a 
quality carrier which justified paying a substantially higher price. 


Aeroflot invests in Turkey 


ISTANBUL (R) — Soviet airline Aeroflot has set up a 
joint-venture airline with Turkey's Net Holding and three Turkish 
businessmen. Tuna Bayrae, assistant general manager of the new 
company, Greenair, said Friday that flights would begin in May 
usng three Soviet-made TU-154 M airliners. Greenair, capital- 
ised at five trillion lira and based in Istanbul, is owned 49 per cent 
by Aeroflot, 30 per cent by Net Holding and the re maining 21 per 
cent by three Turkish businessmen. The airline will fly major 
domestic and international routes and will expand its fleet and 
routes according to passenger loading, Bayrae said. 


USSR-Polish 
row mounts 


WARSAW (R) — The Soviet 
Union is pressing debt-ridden Po- 
land for a quick switch to hard 
currency trade as the two coun- 
tries enter a new economic era, 
but the Solidarity-led Warsaw 
government is reluctant to move 
too fast. 

It fears that an abrupt switch 
from soft rouble trade and barter 
deals will expose creaking Polish 
industries to worldwide competi- 
tion before they are ready. 


‘Uryost, unequal’ 


Warsaw believes its 4.5 billion 
roubles of debt to Moscow arose 
from ‘unjust and unequal" 
arrangements made in the 1970s. 

It says the debt should be 
cancelled rather than converted 
into hard currency as Moscow 
insists. Foreign Trade Minister 
Marcin Swieddd told Renters in 
an interview. 

The disputes, unprecedented 
before Poland threw off commun- 
ist rale last year, were aired at 
tough talks in Warsaw last week 
on a Polish-Soviet trade agree- 
ment for 1991-95 which is in- 
tended to put tbeir relations on a 
new footing. 

The two countries signed a 
1990 trade protocol only at the 
last minute after the Soviet de- 
legation had reached Warsaw air- 
port on their way home. But they 
dashed on major issues. 

Swicdcki, who will lead a de- 
legation to Moscow for more 
tabes next month, said Warsaw 
wanted a new era of bard curren- 
cy and free market relations with 
Moscow. But it could not move 
too fast nor accept conversion of 
its rouble debt. 


“Deputy Prime Minister (Ste- 
pan) Sitarian imposed effective 
hard currency trade from Jan. 1, 
1991 for everything,” Swieddd 
said, noting that both countries 
calculated that Poland would be 
the loser in tbe new relationship. 

Once Soviet enterprises had to 
pay hard currency they would go 
outside Poland tor better quality. 
Polish producers would then face 
worldwide competition for the 
Soviet market and would also 
have to find new markets. 


“A lot of our industries have 
been working only to* the Soviet 
market and in order to make 
them- competitive to sell on other 
markets we need some time," 
Swieddd said. 

Poland would also lose more 
than one billion transfer rouble^ 
in the next couple of years 
through the loss of existing trade 
advantages, be added. 


Counecon agreement 


Warsaw had therefore invoked 
a Comecon agreement, signed in 
Sofia in January, on compensa- 
tion for member states which 
suffer losses in tbe switch to hard 
currency trade between them. 

“We asked them, if they are so 
radical in filming to hard curren- 
cy trade immediately, please give 
us your proposals for... com- 
pensation for our potential loss," 
Swieddd said. 

He expected a reply at next 
month’s talks in Moscow, which 
would also tackle tbe debt issue. 

Swicdcki said Poland’s debt 
accumulated because of a Cbm- 
econ agreement in the early 1970s 
which departed from the group’s 
general rules and meant Warsaw 
paid Moscow far more for Soviet 
goods than Moscow paid for Pol- 
ish goods. 


HORC5COPE 


FORECAST FOR MONDAY MARCH 26, 1990 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Rtghter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
brings delays, frustrations and 
limitations if yoo are trying to rash 
any t hin g or have resentments for 
the actions of others. See that aU 
dial you do is above reproach. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Look for some inspiration within 
yourself by which you can make a 
greater expression of the abund- 
ance which is necessary for you to 
have the things you desire. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You have the right instinct early in 
the day just what to da in order to 
improve your a p pea r ance and your 
p ers o na l handling of activities. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to get into the private and 
confidential phases of the corufi- 
tioas that you are trying to perfect 
and have every item correctly 
analysed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) Get in touch with an 
understanding friend early and let 
that person know your intimate 
aims, then don't tty to tell him how 
to get them for you. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Gel 
together with a bigwig this AM to 
let your capabilities be known and 
then you can get some support to 
they can bring you more worldly 
acclaim. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septe mb er 
22) Start your drive toward the 
new gr o w th and development you 
want in your life or affairs after 
breakfast and keep plugging away 
despite problems. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


22) A dose companion can show 
you the way to gain the vanaes 
material ways to achieve your prac- 
tical purposes so listen and then 
follow exactly. 

SCORPIO- (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) If you are able to contact jj 
reluctant associate early you wiO 
be aMe to gel that person so gp 
along with a plan you deem for 
joint benefit. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A day Sot you to get 
into whatever your activities are 
early and to utilise the day and 
evening to achieve much that 8 

constructive. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) You dearly see the 
best means by which you can put 
across that inspired way to market 
an ability which can make your 
dreams come true. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Take some time out to 
forget yourself in finding out just 
what those who dwell beneath your 
roof would be like yoo to do and 
cany through with their plans. 

PISCES: (February 20 to Man* 
20) Whatever communications you 
have agreed to do or will give you a 
boost in the right direction should 
be put into motion now. 

Today’s chad: If your child were 
boro today be or she will become a 
born trouble-shooter who has ev- 
ery sort of chance to utilize all the 
abundant energy and vitality with 
which be or she is endowed. 
Teaching this child self-control ear- 
ly wilt pay off for vocational suc- 
cess. 


THE Daily Crossword b. 


Frank Geary 


ACROSS 
1 Cart 
5 Examine 
8 Defy 

13 Before: pref. 

14 Name In US 
painting 

15 Three 
Uvea- 

18 Hwys. 

17 Permit 

18 Faction 

19 Fragment from 
a childhood 
verse 

22 Lamprey 

23 Gentleman 

24 Packaging 
machine 

27 — fongg 

30 Rubbish 

34 Drs/ gp. 

35 "Snug as a 
bug — " 

38 Medieval 

chest . . 

39 Fragment from 
a childhood 
verse 

42 Ger. river 

43 Light carriage 

44 Unit 

45 High nest 

47 Crew 
members 

48 Hires 

50 Sch. gp. 

52 Particle 

53 Fragment from 
a childhood 
verse 

82 Function 

63 Customary 

64 The 
Venerable — 

65 Jason’s ship 

66 Because 

67 Ma Home 

68 Unheeding 

69 Villa d’— 

70 Daah 
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Cl SMB Titan Media Saracen. Joe 
Mfnemi Aaawvetf 


DOWN 

1 Damage 

2 Opposed to 

3 Indians 

4 Tenant 


5 Ego 

6 Ranch baby 

7 Healing plant 

8 Efts 

9 Confusion 

10 Descended 

11 Make over 

12 Brand-new 
home 

14 — Revere 

20 Earn 

21 Roost 

24 Braz. state 

25 Tefl Jokes 

26 Truman's 
birthplace 

27 Title 

28 As — (usually) 

29 Mortal 

31 Burning 
crime 

32 Sparse 

33 Loathes 


Yest erday 's Puzzle Solved: 



51 Revile 

36 The Big Apple 52 — of Wight 

37 Soma docs 53 Nail 

40 The — Wales 54 Tradition 

41 Pulse 55 Pond plant 


46 Comic strip 56 EgypL 
scream goddess 

49 Make possible 57 Pygmy 

58 Minnow kin 


59 Ship bottom 

60 — Ferbw 

61 College 
official 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 




HARRjS 



“Maybe it's my fault. In college 
I called you ‘Pumpkin’ and now 
you’re a vegetable]" 


Cl 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

la by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
fou ordinary words. 


Have another one on the house 


MICER 





ORFEC 


art 




PREDIM 





N 

Al 

LET 





HE'S SUPPOSED 10 
BE WORKING AT THE 
POCK FOR PAY, BUT 
HE PREFER© TO 
DO THJ®. 


Li 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form foe surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the abort* cartoon. 


**“' ** “Quran] 


(Answers tomorrow) 
SaWfda . s | Jumbles: DOWDY FAULT GLOBAL POISON 

I Answer What she proceeded to do after her boyfriend 
canceled their date— BLOW HER TOP . 


J 


* 


4 
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Players tourney 
to stay in 
Key Biscayne 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) 
— The chairman of the Interna- 
tional Players Championships 
said Saturday he expects the 
tournament to remain on Key 
Biscayne for another year despite 
a legal battle over plans to build a 
permanent stadium. 

The dispute has prompted spe- 
culation that the $2.5-miUion 
event will move. Scottsdale, Ari- 
zona, has expressed an interest in 
hosting the tournament, tennis 
oiost prestigious except for the 
' Grand Slams.* 

I can’t imagine not being back 
here in 1991, chairman Batch 
Buchholz said. Something very, 
very radical would have to hap- 
pen. 

A decision about next year’s 
tournament must be made by 
June, Buchholz said. 

Our mission is to stay here, he 
said. If we can’t for legal reasons, 
well put it out to bid. 

The tournament stadium, lo- 
cated on Dade County prope r ty, 
has had temporary grandstands 
since Buchholz and his brother 
Cliff brought the . event from 
Doca Raton, Florida, to Key 
Biscayne in 1987. 

The association of tennis pro- 
fessionals and the Women's In- 
ternational Tennis Association 
insist the tournament cannot re- 
main on the island off Miami 
unless a permanent 12,000-seat 
stadium is built, and the groups 
want construction to start by De- 
cember 1991. 

■ A world-class event needs a 
permanent stadium, Hamilton 
Jordan, outgoing head of the 
ATP, said recently. 

Key Biscayne homeowners 
have filed a lawsuit to block a 
permanent stadium, saying it 
would be used for events other 
than tennis and would lead to 
further development. There also 
is opposition to a permanent sta- 
- dium because the two tennis 
groups are asking taxpayers to 
pay for $13 million of the esti- 
mated $16-million construction 
cost. 

If we can’t do it here, wefl get 
12,000 seats somewhere eke, 
Buchholz said. 

We’ve bent over backwards 
and spent thousands and 
thousands of dollars trying to 
relieve them of their anxieties, 

. which were that were going to 
have rock ‘concerts,. . mud- ~ 
wrestling and tractor pulls, he 
said. 

The county has assured them 
that’s not going to happen. We’ve 
assured them that’s not going to 
happen. 

It's unknown when a court deci- 
sion will be issued on die lawsuit 
but, whatever the ruling, the los- 
ing side s expected to appeal. 

The event was created to be the 
players’ own tournament. Ironi- 
cally, they have been most critical 
of it. 


>®U<ss wm& limd tMd 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida 
(AP) — Monica Seles made it 
look easy, partly because it 
was. 

The 16-year-old Yugosla- 
vian, capitalising on upsets 
that eliminated the other favou- 
rites, won her second tourna- 
ment title Saturday by beating 
Judith Wiesner 6-1, 6-2 in the 
finals of the International 
Players Championships. 

Seles, seeded third and 
ranked fifth, breezed through 
the 96-player field without 
dropping a set in her six 
matches. Because of upsets, 
the highest-seeded player she 
had to face was no. 9 Nathalie 
Tauziat. 

. It helped a little bit, and it 
didn’t help a little bit, Seles 
said. I was always feeling 
press u re that it wouldn’t be 
that great for the tournament 
if all the seeds were being 
upset. 

Second-seeded Zina Garri- 
son lost her first match, cele- 
brated 13-year-old Jennifer 
Capriati fell in the fourth 


round and top seed Gabriela 
Sabatini lost in the quarter- 
finals. 

I was. sure Gabriela was 
going to get to the finals, said 
Seles, who earned $112,500. 
But these players ranked for in 
the 20s and 30s can be danger- 
ous if they have a good week. 

There have also been sever- 
al upsets in the men's draw, 
where no. 3 seed Stefan 
Edberg will meet no. 5 Aqdre- 
Agassi in Sunday’s finals. 
Edberg beat Agassi in four sets 
March 12 in the finals of the 
champions cop at Indian 
Wells, California. 

Seles, whose other tourna- 
ment win came to the Virginia 
Slims of Houston last April, 
had woo only two of five 
matches this year when she 
arrived at Key Biscayne. 

I can say I was full of confi- 
dence, she said. I didn't think I 
was going to win it. I was 
happy just to get to the quar- 
terfinals. 

Wiesner, seeded 15th and 
ranked 29th, beat players 


seeded fourth, fifth and 
seventh on the way to her first 
berth in the finals of a major 
tournament. But the 24-year- 
old Austrian had only one 
break point against Seles and 
lost it. 

I really had problems with 
her game, Wiesner said. It’s 
different from anybody eke. 
She hits the ball so bard and 
takes it so early, you really 
don’t have time to recover. 

Seles won two quick service 
breaks against Wiesner for a 
3-0 lead and finished the set in 
28 minutes. 

I was able to do a lot on her 
serve, Seles said. And my 
serve. 

Wiesner was serving with a 
2-2, 30-0 lead in the second 
set. But she lost four consecu- 
tive points, the final two on 
unforced errors, aqd never got 
back into the match. 

1 played pretty good before 
this match, Wiesner said. I was 
quite happy to reach the finals. 

I hope I can keep up this level 
of play. 


Duke in fourth final in 5 years 


Kenya loses men’s individual 
title, but team proves depth 


NEW YORK (AP) — Just when 
it seemed the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association tournament 
couldn’t get any wilder, it did. 

Christian Laettners 5-metre jum- 
per at the buzzer beat Connecti- 
cut 79-78 in overtime Saturday 
and sent Duke to its fourth final 
four in five years. Then Arkansas 
withstood a late texas rally and 
defeated the longhorns for the 
third time this season, 88-85, to 
reach the national semifinals for 
the first time since 1978. 

Fantastic finishes have been 
common in this years tourna- 
ment, where a third of the games 
have been decided by three 
points or less, five have gone to 
overtime, and almost a dozen 
have gone down to the last shot. 

Third-ranked Connecticut, 
which beat Clemson on Tate 
Georges buzzer-beater in the east 
regional semifinals, was beaten 
by a similar shot Saturday in the 
regional final at the meadowtands 
m East Rutherford, New Jersey. 

It appeared the Huskies (31-6) 
were going to pull off another 
improbably victory wnen Dukes 
AJaa Abdelnaby was called for 
goaltending on a missed free 
throw by Nadav Henefeld with 
1:28 left. The free throw was 
ruled good and Henefeld then hit 
the bonus for a 78-77 lead. 


But George missed a 3-pointer ball out of bounds, giving Duke a 
with 11 seconds left, then just chance with 2.3 seconds remain- 
missed a steal and slapped the ing- 

Vincent continues extortion 
investigation on Yankees 


NEW YORK (AP) — Baseball 
commissioner Fay Vincent said 
Saturday that he is looking into the 
relationship of George Steinbren- 
ner and gambler Howie Spira, 
indicted Friday on charges of ex- 
tortion involving the Yankees 
owner. 

Vincent, speaking to reporters 
at the Baltimore Orioles spring 
paining facility in Sarasota, Flor- 
ida, said he is investigating reports 
of a $40,000 payment from Stein- 
brenner to Spira. 

Steinbrenner has said the money 
was a gift given out of the good- 
ness of my bean. 

What ive said is that I am 
looking into those reports, gather- 
ing information, Vincent said. But 
beyond chat, I don’t have anything 
to comment on. 

If the commissioner chooses to 
have any kind of investigation, 
Steinbrenner said at the Yankees 
camp in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
well welcome it and cooperate 
fully. I assume it will be thorough 
and I assume it will go back to 
Spiras beginnings in baseball. 

Spira was released Saturday 
afternoon on a $50,000 bond se- 
cured by his parents and ordered 


by U.S- magistrate Barbara A. 
Lee to surrender to Florida au- 
thorities before April 23. 

The defendant did not speak 
during the 20-minute hearing, and 
on the advice of public defender 
Roland Thau declined to speak 
afterward with reporters. 

Thau agreed with Vincent that 
Steinbrenners role in the case 
needed investigation, it would do 
all of us a bit of good if he be 
scrutinised. 

The indictment by a Tampa, 

Florida, grand juty did not men- 
tion the $40,000 payment. 

FBI spokesman Joe Valiquette 
said Spira was charged with mak- 
ing extortionate demands on 
George M. Steinbrenner and 
added: 

He also allegedly threatened to 
release information about Stein- 
brenner and employees of the New 
York Yankees which would dam- 
age their reputations. 

In addition, he is alleged to have 
illegally recorded a conversation 
he had with Steinbrenner in* furth- 
erance of his extortion scheme. 

If convicted, Spira could face 23 
years in jail and a fine of up to $2 
million, said Valiquette. 


Laetmer in bounded the ball, 
took a return pass from Brian 
Davis, dribbled once, double- 
clutched and swished the game- 
winner to improve Dukes NCAA 
tournament record at the 
Meadowlands to 8-0. 

The I5th-'anked Blue Devils 
(28-8) will play No. 7 Arkansas 
(30-4) in a national semifinal in 
Denver. The other semifinalists 
will be determined Sunday, when 
no. 9 Georgia Tech plays no. 20 
Minneota for the southeast re- 
gional championship, and no. 2 
UNLV meets no. 21 Loyola 
Marymount for the West regional 
title. 

At the midwest championship 
game in Dallas, Lee Mayberry 
keyed a second-half surge that 
gave Arkansas a 16-point lead 
and the razorbacks held on to win 
the battle of southwest confer- 
ence rivals. 

Lenzie Howells two free 
throws and dunk gave Arkansas 
an 86-78 lead with 1:05 left. But 
he missed the front of a 1-and-l 
18 seconds later and Texas pulled 
to 86-83 on Lance blanks 3- 
pointer with 34 seconds left. 

Texas got the ball back and had 
a chance to tie after Arkansas 
todd day missed a free throw, but 
Trayis Mays missed a 3-point 
attempt with 18 seconds left. 


ADC LES BAINS, France (AP) 
— The track-and-field world is 
well aware of the prowess of 
Kenya’s male distance runners. 
Now the East African nation's 
women are threatening to get in 
on the act. 

Even though Kenya’s John 
Ngngj failed to win his fifth 
straight world cross country title 
Saturday, his compatriots domin- 
ated the championships, winning 
three of four team categories. 

In addition to the senior and 
junior men’s titles, Kenya served 
notice it is dosing die gender gap 
by winning the junior women’s 
event, with four of the top 10 
finishes. 

Ngugi, die pre-race favourite, 
finished 20th in the 12- kilometre 
men’s race, won by Khalid Skah 
of Morocco. But other Kenyans 


took five of the top 10 places, and 
did likewise in the junior men’s 
jrace. 

The Soviet Union won the 
senior women’s team tide, while 
the in dividual tide went to Lynn 
Jennings, the first winner from 
the United States in 15 years. 

Although Skah won with a 
stretch drive, Jennings was ready 
for a virtual wirc-to-wire victory, 
saying the use of a horse racing 
course for part of the race made 
her feel like a thoroughbred. 

At the starting box, there was a 
rope in front of you, Jennings 
said. Then they called to the line. 
Somehow in translating from 
French to English, it made me 
feel like I was ready for the 
Kentucky Derby. 

It made me feel like a steed. I 
remember I was pawing the 


ground. 

Once she burst from the start- 
ing gate, the 29-year-old from 
New Hamsphire raced away to a 
12-second final margin, covering 
the six kilometres in 19 minutes, 
21 seconds. 

This was my fifth worlds, Jen- 
ning said. And now to get first 
place after five tries, it feels 
wonderful. 

Jennings was second in 1986 
and fourth, fourth and sixth the 
previous three years. 

But Saturday there was no 
stopping her on a grassy, rolling 
terrain that started and ended on 
a turf horse track with a slight 
detour over a golf course. 

She broke away from the pack 
to take a 10-metre lead after the 
first kilometre and stretched it 
throughout the race. 


Namibia makes debut at cross country meet 


AIX LES BAINS, France (AP) 
— Less than a week old as a 
nation, Namibia made a modest 
international sporting debut 
Saturday at the world cross coun- 
try championships. 

Its only competitor, Gabriel 
Awaseb,' ended up 169th out of 
226 finishers in the men’s race, 
more than three minutes behind 
the winner, Khalid Skah of 
Morocco. 

However, Naraibias national 
rugby team, also making its post- 
independence debut, defeated ' 
Zimbabwe 38-18 Saturday in a 
match in Windhoek, Namibia. 

Namibia became independent 
Wednesday after 75 years of 
South African rule. 

As a territory, it had been . 
subjected to the- same sports 


Skah: A new Moroccan star emerges 


AIX-LES-BAINS, France (R) — - 
Morocco unearthed a new star of 
long-distance running as the re- 
latively unknown Khalid Skah 
won the world cross country title 
for king and country. 

The imperious manner in 
which Skah disposed of the chal- 
lenge of the powerful Kenyan 
team and the impish way in which 
he celebrated his victory marked 
him out as an authentic new 
character on the athletics scene. 

The 23-year-old law student is 
the second Moroccan to follow 
Said Aouita into the spotlight — 


after Brahim Boutayeb’s equally 
surprising Olympic 10,000 metres 
triumph in Seoul — and is unlike- 
ly to be the last. 

“There are a lot of others just 
waiting to come through,” the 
chirpy and Kkeable Skah said 
with a grin after beating the 
world’s best Saturday. 

Skah showed an Aouita touch 
in the race, moving to'tbe front 
300 metres from the end of the 


12.3-kilometres course with a 
blistering turn of pace which the 
four thoroughbred Kenyans with 
him could not match. 

He confidently held off then- 
challenge in the final sprint, 
waved to acknowledge his victory 
10 metres from the foie and cros- 
sed the tape just ahead of Moses 
Tanui and Julius Korir. 

“I dedicate my victory to the 
long of Morocco,” he said. “I am 


very proud and very happy. I 
came here to win hnd I won — 
thanks to the hard work- and 
preparation I put in.” 

If Skah owes something to 
Aonita’s racing style, be is any- 
thing but a carbon copy. 

His exuberant, extrovert perso- 
nality contrasts sharply- With that 
of the supreme record-breaker 
and his training methods are 
highly individualistic, too. 


GOREN BRIDGE 



; German Shepherd puppies. i 


For more information call Tel. 711525 between 4:30 
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. 


boycotts imposed on South Afri- 
ca, although Apartheid was not 
as extensive ia Namibia. 

As independence approached, 
Namibian sports bodies made 
contacts with international asso- 
ciations to break the isolation. 

Over the weekend, the possi- 
bility of renewed sports ties with 
South Africa were discussed in 
Aix Les Bains by members of the 
International Amateur Athletic 
Federation, the ruling body of 
world track. 

South African athletes have 
been barred from major track 
competitions since the 1960s. 
Foreign athletes competing there 
have been subject to disciplinary 
measures. 

Prime Nebiolo, president of 
the IAAF, and three African 
members of the IAAF council — 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


In the Astrology and 
Numerology Combined 

advertisement that appeared 
on March 25 and in the fifth 
line, foe word PLACE (in birth 
place) m'istakingly replaced 
birth DATE. 

The advertisement 
should read (send full 
(maiden) name and birth 
DATE + fee JD 6.500 to 
Abdul Hadi, P.O. Box 
910790, Amman. And for 
Inquiries call 623189. 


Lamine Diack of Senegal, Hassan 
Agabani of Sudan and Charles 
Mukora as Kenya — conferred 
Saturday with Fekrou Kidane of 
Ethiopia, the chairman of the 
international campaign against 
apartheid. 

They agreed that significant 
changes have been made in South 
African that opened the way for 
further discussion. 

Another meeting will be held 
in Dakar, Senegal, in June. 


Nebiolo and the Africans will 
meet there with a South African 
track and field delegation to con- 
sist of three blacks and three 
whites. 

In October, at the African 
Championships in Cairo, they in- 
tend to ask Egyptian president 
Hosni Mubarak to invite Mande- 
la and a group of South African 
leaders to Cairo to further discuss 
the issue. 


REQUIRED 

English native teachers of English. 
Graduates with TEFL or TESL qualification. 

Phone between 4-7 p.m. 680726 


ATTENTION PLEASE 



Welcome to the Bedouin Bazaar where you will 
get 20% discount on all items. 

Special offer on handmade Persian Carpets — 
buy two and get one Rug free. 

We also sell, Antiques, 'Copper, Brass, Silver, Jewellery, 
Pottery, and all kinds of gifts and souvenirs. ■ 
LOCATED: next to the American School. Royal Auto- 
mobile Club-Street. • 

Tel: 824485 - open daily from 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 


WITH OMAfl SHARIF 
* TANNAH HIRSCH 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.I— Both vulnerable, as South you 
.hold: 

*A» VAKJ1052 06 *Q974 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
dub. What do you respond? 

0-2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*Q753 7Q865 0QJ62 *7 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 10 Pass 

INI Pus ? 

What action do you take? 

Q 3— -Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

♦ AJC73 <?J97 01873 * 92 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
heart. What do you respond? 


Q.4— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*8 7K4 0 96542 *J9765 

Partner opens the bidding with one 
spade. What action do you take? 

Q .5— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*J2 <?Q764 0K932 4AI07 

Parmer opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 

q. 6 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold: 

*87632 S7AKJ54 08 *63 

Parmer opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
Look for answers on Monday. 


PIANO 

WANTED 
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Second hand, .good condition. 

Please phone 810159 
between 1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. 


VOLVO 240 GL, 1987 model, white colour. 
Duty Unpaid 

Interested please call tel: 660080 


QUTE1SH COMPANY FOR GENERAL 
MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING 


You are invited to call teL 621182 to request deaning and 
maintenance services, and we are ready to offer these 
services, speedily and efficiently 


I*- J V ’ 
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Cinema 


rainbow 


Tel: 625155 



Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more information 
please call 
Abdoun Roal Estate 


Vi [•i'-AV, 


Wael Real Estate 

Tofc W 5342 , W 2097 


we offer the following: 
•Cleaning of homes and 
offices by specialised 
women 

•Cleaning of carpet and wall 
to wall carpet 
•Painting and decorating 


•Cleaning of glass 
•Cleaning and waxing tile 
floors 

•Decor and laying electric 
cables and sanitary equip- 
ment as well as central heat- 
ing 


Special prices for monthly subscription 

Our motto: dedication to work - punctuality - full guarantee for 

accomplished task. 

Address: Jebel Luwdbdeh, Sharia College Street -■ 
Dabbas Building - Tel. 621182. 


■?. :■ “• : • .! 


Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 Cinema 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 634144^R Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571* Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 699238 



ARTHUR 2 ON THE ROCKS 


Pafcuutco. 3J0. 6.00. £30. 


Performance*: 330, 630. 830, 1030 
Friday & Sunday extra ihow at 11:00 a,m. 



Performances: 3:30, &0Q, 830, 1030 
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nganans vote 
ree elections 


BUDAPEST (AP) — More than half the registered 
voters m some places had cast ballots by midday 
Sunday, as milli ons vote in H angary's first free 
national elections in 42 years. 


The ruling Socialist Party 
candidates sere expected to fare 
poorly in the parliamentary elec- 
tions. despite their efforts to win 
approval by leading Hungary to- 
ward democracy in the last year. 

Premier Miklos Nemeth, a Re- 
form Socialist candidate and a 
key engineer of the nations con- 
version to democracy, conceded 
before casting his hallo! that he 
probably would not win his elec- 
tion and declared he would relin- 
quish control bead high and with 
a clear conscience. 

Selection officials reported a 
turnout of nearly 50 per cent in 
some Budapest wards by noon 
( 1000 GMT), four hours after the 
voting began and eight hours 
before the last polls were sche- 
duled to close at 8 p.m. (1800 
GMT). Some unofficial results 
were expected by late Sunday or 
early Monday. 

Nemeth, who voted at a state- 
run kindergarten serving as one 
of the 11.000 polling stations, 
declined to predict the chances of 
his Socialist Party, the new name 
for the Communist Party that 
took power in 1947. 

The only thing T hope for is that 
a strong government is created. 
Nemeth said. He added that only 
a government not hamstrung by 
the opposition can deal with the 
nation's ailing economy. 

His comments reflected wide- 


spread acceptance that the Social- 
ists will Qot do well despite its 
role, unique in Eastern Europe, 
in steering Hungary to democra- 
tic reform after they defected 
from the Communist Party in 
October. 

Instead of crediting the Social- 
ists for volunteering to play by 
democratic rules, most voters re- 
member the excesses of more 
than four decades of one-party 
rule that have made Communists 
unpopular throughout the Soviet 
Bloc. 

I won't consider it an act of 
God if I don't make it into 
government, Nemeth told repor- 
ters outside the polling centre. I 
will hand over the reins head high 
and with a clear conscience. I 
don't have bitterness in my heart 
but satisfaction. 

Throughout the month-long 
official campaign for 394 par- 
liamentary seats. Socialist candi- 
dates attempted to persuade the 
electorate of their commitment to 
a multiparty system. 

But pre-election opinion polls 
indicated the Socialists will finish 
no higher than fourth place, with 
a maximum 10 per cent of the 
overall vote. 

A March 12 Gallup poll 
showed the Hungarian Democrtic 
Forum — a centre-right party 
with nationalist leanings — lead- 
ing with 22 per cent support. 


followed by the liberal Free 
Democrats at 20.3 per cent and 
the independent Smallholders, a 
mainly rural party, at 15.7 per 
cent. . 

While proposing a variety of 
solutions on how to complete the 
transformation from an ossified 
command economy to one 
obeying free market rules, most 
of tire 29 parties espouse either 
centre-right or centre-left ideas. 
Election rales call for a second 
round in case no single party wins 
an absolute majority Sunday, 
leading to expectations that scat- 
tered voter loyalties would force 
a runoff — tentatively on April 8. 

Even new elections, however, 
were not expected to determine a 
dear winner, making a coalition 
government the most likely sce- 
nario. 

The Socialists were unlikely to 
play a role much beyond Sunday, 
with leading parties such as the 
Democratic Forum and the Free 
Democrats repeatedly stating 
they would not accept them as 
government partners. 

Democratic Forum Chairman 
Jozsef An tall refused comment 
when asked by reporters about 
posable coalition partners. 

He also declined to predict on 
how well his party would do. 

Antall, a medical historian, 
said of the elections: “We want a 
free Hungary. And I'm happy 
that we've come this far.” 

Free Democrat leader Janos 
fiis said he was a moderate 
optimist about bis party’s 
chances, adding he expected it to 
be one of the top two finishers. 


Hungary, 
Romania 
on coalition 


course 


BUCHAREST ( AP) — Hungary 
Sunday denounced an anon fire 
that damaged the Bucharest 
office of Hungary’s Malev airlines 
as a ‘'terrorist” attack. 

Meanwhile, hundreds of peo- 
ple rallied to protest alleged plans 
by ethnic Hungarians in Trans- 
ylvania to secede from Romania. 

Hours after the Maze at the 
Malev office, Hungary demanded 
Romania take steps against what 
it branded terrorist acts and pro- 
tect Hungarian citizens and 
offices in the country, Hungary's 
MTI news agency said. 

Despite appeals from the 
Romanian government for calm, 
anti-Hungarian feeling erupted at 
rallies by several hundred people 
in Bucharest. Smaller protests 
were reported in other towns. 


In Tfrgu Mures, where the 
strife dividing Transylvania's 
ethnic Hungarian minority and 
Romanian nationalists exploded 
in violence last week, about 1,000 
Romanian churchgoers prayed 
for peace and an end to ethnic 
unrest in the square outside the 
city’s Orthodox Cathedral. 

In Bucharest, about 700 people 
chanting “Tirgu Mures is Roma- 
nia and barbarians behind bars” 
circled the headquarters of the 
interim government on Victory 
Square. Troops and paramilitary 
police armed with automatic 
rifles and batons guarded the 
government building. 


WORLD NEWS IN BBUEF 


Runcie to retire next year 


LONDON (R) — Archbishop of Canterbury Robert Runcie, a 
controversial church leader who drew fire for his comments on 
religion and British government policies, will retire next year, his 
office said Sunday. Trie announcement from the archbishop's 
Lambeth Palace residence came on the 10th anniversary of his 
enthronement as leader of the world's 70 million Anglicans. The 
statement said Runde’s resignation, which had been tendered to 
Queen Elizabeth, would take effect from Jan. 31, 1991. The 
archbishop had been due to retire on his 70th birthday in October 
next year. Runcie said in the statement that he thought the 
beginning of 1991 was the right time for him to band over to the 
next archbishop of Canterbury. “The fiist half of next year will be 
a time of fresh initiatives for the Church of England and for the 
Churches of the British Isles,” the statement said. “The public 
announcement today will give sufficient time for the name of my 
successor to be known well before the end of tins year.” 


‘Baltic boat people’ stranded in Poland 

WARSAW (R) — Some 500 refugees from Arab and African 
countries have been granted temporary haven in Poland after 
Sweden began turning them back, Polish newspapers said 
Monday. The refugees came to Poland with valid entry visas and 
took Polish ferries across the Baltic to Sweden, where officials 
sent them back to Poland, the Warsaw daily Zyde Warszawy said. 
“A Swedish news agency report alleging the refugees had come to 
Sweden with forged visas is untrue,” the paper added. The Polish 
News Agency PAP said Sweden had deported 190 on Thursday 
and Friday and 36 more Saturday. The Solidarity daily Gazetai 
Wyborcza quoted Foreign Minister Krzysztof Skubiszewski as 
saying Poland would not deport the “Baltic boat people'* to 
homelands where they might face political persecution. The 
refugees, including many families with children, are being housed 
in Polish holiday centres and at least 100 have gone to Warsaw to 
seek assistance. They include Libyans, Iranians, Iraqis, Syrians, 
Somalians and Ethiopians. Most were heading for the Stockholm 
office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in 
quest of travel papers to further destinations in the West, Gazeta 
Wyborcza said. 


Eoehme denies spying for Stas! 


EAS i BERLIN (R) — East German Social Democratic (SPD) 
leader Ibrahim Boehme has denied allegations he spied for the 
former Stasi security police and urged the SPD to stop talks with 
other parties until the matter is resolved. The weekly West 
German news magazine Der Spiegel, available ahead of publica- 
tion. quoted an unidentified Stasi officer as saying be was 
3oehms's controller and bad contact with the politician for a 
decade. In a letter released to the East German News Agency 
ADN late Saturday, Boehme said: “Despite these assertions and 
suspicions l declare that I never worked for or cooperated with 
the Ministry for State Security (Stasi). “I reject such suspicions as 
slander." Boehme., whose party came a distant second to the 
conservative alliance for Germany in East Germany’s first free 
elections a week ago., called on the SPD to refrain from holding 
talks until the “Stasi affair has been clarified.'' 


Storm kills 34 in Bangladesh 


DHAKA (API — Two days of storms pounding most parts of 
Bangladesh have left at least 34 people dead, 80 injured and 
thousands homeless, police and news reports said Sunday. Power 
lines snapped, mud-and- straw houses were blown away and rice 
crops were uprooted in storms that began Friday night and 
continued Sunday, the reports said. Seven people, including three 
children, were kilted when their mud houses collapsed on them 
Friday in Manikganj. 40 kilometres northeast of Dhaka, the 
Bengali-language Sanghad newspaper sard. Also Friday, 10 
people were missing after their boat capsized in Manikganj, the 
worst hit district, police officials said. The missing were presumed 
dead. Five more people were killed Saturday in house collapses in 
three northern towns, officials said. They said another storm 
battered the eastern Com ill a district, 90 kilometres east of Dhaka, 
where at least seven people died in the collapse of houses 
Saturday. Five people were killed in the southern Barisal and 
JhaJakatbi districts during the last two days, they said. At least 
800 people have been injured, most of them when their houses 
collapsed. 


Road collision kills 23 in India 


NEW DELHI (AP) — A farm tractor and wagon hauling 44 
people to a funeral collided with a truck in western India 
Saturday, killing 23 people and injuring 26 others, Press Trust of 
India (PTI) 5aid. The collision happened near the village of 
Motipura, about 680 kilometres southwest of New Delhi in 
Gujarat state, the news agency said. The tractor and wagon were 
carrying 44 people to mourn a relative’s death in another village, 
PTI said. It did not say how many people were m the truck. 
Tractor-pulled wagons are often used to carry large groups of 
people to weddings, funerals and festivals in rural India. 


Hollywood to hush winners 
during award ceremony 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Oscar winners have only 45 seooods to say 
“thank you” for Hollywood's top awards before they are drowned 
out by blaring music at the glittering ceremonies Monday night. 

The stars have been issued a warning by tbe show's producer 
Make an acceptance speech longer than 25 seconds and a red light 
will Mink, longer than 45 seconds and music will blast you out. 

Fans are offering $2,500 each for tickets,- all long gone, and a 
worldwide television audience of one billion is predicted by the 
organises. A thousand metres of red carpet wOl be rolled out to 
honour filmdom's finest. 

Hollywood is in its annual frenzy of Oscar nerves and most experts 
believe 80-year-okl stage actress Jessica Tandy will win Best Actress 
for her role in Driving Miss Daisy. 

But they are divided on whether the golden statuette for Best 
Actor will go to the boyish Tom Cruise, for Born on the Fourth of 
July or to Morgan Freeman for Driving Miss Daisy. 

Cruise portrays the true life story of a wheelchair-bound Vietnam 
veteran who became an anti-war crusader, while Freeman plays a 
proud black chauffeur who drives Miss Daisy (Tandy), a Jewish 
matron in Atlanta, in a film which takes a leisurely look at southern 
racial issues. 

Tandy, married to her stage partner Hume Cronyn, would be the 
oldest performer to win an Oscar and Freeman would be the first 
black to win an Academy Award for Best Actor since Sidney Poitier 
took it in 1964 for Lilies of the Field. 

“Driving Miss Daisy led tbe field with nine nominations, including 
one for Best Picture, but one man who will be missing Monday night 
is its director, Australian Bruce Beresford. His not being nominated 
for Best Director caused a sensation. 


Some studios seeking nominations tried a new tactic this year by 
sending videocassette copies and reviews of their films to the 4,799 
voting film industry members who make up the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences. 

The members, including U.S. Ambassador to Czechoslovakia 
Shirley Temple Black, are a conservative group, some of whom have 
not made a film for more than 20 years, and Bom on the Fourth of 
July may have upset some. 

But, with Beresford missing, its director Oliver Stone, an infantry 
sergeant wounded in Vietnam, is considered a strong favourite to be 
chosen Best Director. He won two years ago for another Vietnam 
war film, “Platoon.” 

Many experts say a surprise winner could be My Left Foot, with 
British actor Daniel Day-Lewis, also nominated for Best Actor, as 
tbe Irish writer and painter Christy Brown, capable of working only 
with his left foot because of cerebral palsy. 

An Oscar wduld also be a triumph for Irish stage Director Jim 
Sheridan. “My Left Foot” is his first film. 

Other films nominated for Best Picture are Dead Poets Society, 
starring Robin Williams as a free-thinking teacher, and the fantasy 
Field of Dreams, with Kevin Costner, about a farmer who lays out a 
baseball diamond and sees the ghosts of former stars come out of a 
cornfield to play once again. 


Lithuanian legislators joke 
nervously as Soviet tanks go by 


VILNIUS, USSR (AP) — For nearly four hours hi 
the predawn darkness, legislators 

joked ne r v ousl y and prepared fa* the worst as 
Soviet tanks beaded towards their capital, then 
railed by without firing a shot 

Whfie the city slept early Saturday, 98 lawmak- 
ers watched and traded macabre jokes as para- 
troopers armed with automatic weapons, 59 
armoured vehicles and 58 trucks rumbled by the 

bonding. 

Frimt ihiduight (2200 GMT) nntS nearly 4a.m. 
(0200 GMT)* they did not know whether 

Lithuania's attonw to declare its jn Hiw w« t i«w! 

from tbe Soviet Union wonkl eud ha bloodshed 13 
days after it began. 

Despite Soviet President Mikftafl Go r bachevs 
promise he would not use force, the psychological 
warfare escalated afl week with uhimatnms, 

tUnai u i) Hmt fillmmitmm i %y nw bri ef dis- 

plays of mffitary might. 

We were almost sure they would not, said 
legw i atn r Andres Bntkavicixts. 

But as tbe ho ur s wore on after l i th o anian 
police alerted the parliament that tbe armoured 
cotunm was 70 Idunetres away from VBnlus, the 
jokes tended tow ard fines such as, reme mb er 
Alende, and remember Czechoslovakia, said 
legMatar Valdas Katkus. 

Dk references were to tbe Marxist president of 
Chile who was slain or co mmi tt e d suckle hi a 
1973 coup and the 1968 Soviet-led invasion that 
ended Czecbodovakias ‘Prague Spring' reforms. 

We decided we were equal forces, since She first 
report put tbe number of vehicles in the cotnmn at 
98 — the same """»*»—• of de p ntfes stifi in the 
pa r l iament chamber after mid wight, said legisla- 
tor Jooaas Karvdfc, a Klaipeda Harbour pBot. 

Some people were nervous, especially when 
they noticed that the Co— nmfat Party leaders 
were not among us, Karvefis said. We decided 
they knew something and we didn't. 

Karvefis was joking, bat kusqrap revealed an 
el e men t of doubt about tbe stains of Utitnatian 
Cocmnfat lenders. Most of those elected in the 
repeblics recent parfiamentary hnUntiiiL broke 
with Moscow to support l i t h o an ian independ- 


The Communist Party leader, Algudfts Bn- 
zaaskas, said he left the session Friday evening 
and slept through the excitement. 

But as the lawmakers graded and joked, they 
prepared for tbe worst. 

Thefr comra was brightened because two 
Soviet u Uiinatma s ex pi red Saturday: One thre- 

atmnhtg fa mhle f jkp h rr* of f aiwiaiilan dtSOtCtt 

from the Soviet army; the other ordering to halt to 
the organisation of a Lithuanian border guard. 

At 2:25 a.m. (0925 GMT), the parliaments pres 
office sent an urgent message to intenurtfcmai 
news- media saying the tanks were just 30 
Idionetres away. 

Please help spread tbe news, it pleaded. 

By that time, Lithuanian President Vytaotes 
Landsbergis had suggested adoption of an 
em e rg e ncy le sotulioa stating that in the event of 
Soviet aggression, g o vernment power would be 
H fhphnl to tfegmmi whn h as «mihI as Urtmawto 's 

diplomatic representative in Wadungtoa for 
years, Stasys Lozoraftis. 

Deputies wrangled over the wording, finally 
prompting an exasperated Landsbergis to warn 
that the Soviet troops coidd arrive before the body 
acted. 

At 2:43 a.ra. (0043 GMT) the legislators adopted 
the resotntiooL Less than an boar later, some 30 
deputies raced from toe bafidfag to lean over a 
raffing 100 metres away and watch the armour 
ramble past, a seemingly endless row of head- 
fights fas the dark. 

At that paint, BatkavteSus said, they st£Q did not 
know whether the force would veer off toe 
h i ghw ay to take over the dty. He said he found a 

vyiupariuA- aiMtw fmwi mlghhntwh ig rajah. 

fie of Latvia wbo told him the mrit was heading for 
tbe Swores Miestelis array base in north Vilnius. 

Karvefis said there was stiB enough concern 
that tea lawmakers spent what ranained of the 
night in toe p a rl ia m ent bondi n g with Land s be r g is 
in case the army came to arrest him. 

It is not jnst Lithuania’s fate that bung in tbe 
balance Saturday morning, said legislator 
Volodya Yarmolenko. 

If the situation is destabilised here, it w3 be 
destaMfised throughout the Soviet Chian, he said. 


Observers 
predict fair 
elections in 
Hungary 


BUDAPEST, Hungary (AP) — 
Former U.S. Vice President Wal- 
ter Mondale and Czechoslovak 
Deputy Premier Jan Camogursky 
have said they expected no cheat- 
ing at Hungary's first free nation- 
al elections in 43 years. 

Mondale, speaking to selected 
reporters on the eve of the elec- 
tions for the 394-seat parliament, 
said there had been a couple of 
pimples here and there in tbe 
campaigning leading up to Sun- 
day’s voting. But he said he had 
beard of no irregularities much 
beyond what could be expected in 
a national U.S. campaign. 

I got up this morning, and 
somebody said they’ve been tear- 
ing down campaign signs, said 
Mondale Saturday, vice president 
under Jimmy Carter and the un- 
successful Democratic candidate 
in the 1984 presidential elections. 

I said what are yon talking 
about, that could be Minneapolis, 
said Mondale, referring to his 
home, the capital of the state of 
Minesota. 

Camogursky, like Mondale a 
member of a 65-member interna- 
tional delegation in Hungary to 
observe the voting and its pre- 
lude, said Czechoslovakia, which 
holds its first free election in 
more than four decades June 8-9, 
could learn from tbe Hungarian 
process. 

We expect nothing unusual to 
disturb tbe democratic process 
Sunday, Camogursky, the lead- 
ing Catholic activist and dissident 
in Slovakia before the peaceful 
November anti-Communist re- 
volution in bis country, told a 
reporter. 


Gorbachev names key 
aides to new council 


MOSCOW (AP) — President 
Mikhail Gorbachev has named 
his key Communist Party advisers 
to a presidential ooundl in a 
move to transfer political power 
from tbe party that has surrendered 
its 70-year monopoly to the new, 
stronger presidential govern- 
ment. 

The president's key advisers. 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze and Alexander Yakov- 
lev, as well as the chiefs of the 
military and secret police, are 
among five full or non-voting 
members of the party's ruling 
politburo selected for the new 
presidential advisory group. 

By presidential decree, the 
body will be housed in the Krem- 
lin. where Gorbachev will also 
have his presidential office. 

The presidential council is a 
mechanism established under leg- 
islation passed this month that 
strengthens the presidency. 

TASS, the Soviet News Agen- 
cy, said Gorbachev indeed two 
well-known writera, an economist 


and two parliamentarians — the 
head of a successful agro-indust- 
rial firm in Latvia and a worker 
from a steel mill in the Urals — to 
serve on the council. 


Tbe constitutional amend- 
ments establishing a strong pres- 
idency provide for tbe presidents 
appointment of a presidential 
council to be responsible for im- 
plementing the major lines of 
domestic and foreign policy and 
ensuring the security of the 
country. 


The prime minister. Nikolai 
Ryzhkov, is the only ex-officio 
member, and there is no fixed 
number of appointees, nor any 
requirement that the council 
meet as a group. 

The body offers Gorbachev a 
mechanism for bringing his 
chosen aides and advisers into the 
government instead of relying on 
their positions in the party lead- 
ership to give them regular access 
to bun. 


Marcos trial in U.S. causes 
mixed feelings in Philippines 


MANILA, Philippines (AP) — 
Tbe trial of Imelda Marcos in 
New York has prompted some 
mixed feelings in tbe Philippines. 

On the one band, many FRipi- 
nos are glad to see Mrs. Marcos 
being brought to account for tbe 
alleged looting of tbe nations 
treasury during the 20-year rule 
of her late husband, Ferdinand 
Marcos. 

But others, notably supporters 
of the late president, suggest tbat 
the trial of a former Philippines 
first lady on foreign soil is an 


affront to national pride. 

Mis. Marcos went ‘on trial last 
Tuesday in a Manhattan federal 
court on racketeering charges. 
She is charged in the alleged 
illegal transfer of more than 160 
million from tbe Manila govern- 
ment and defrauding banking in- 
stitutions of S165 million more. 

President Corazon Aquino's 
administration claims Marcos, his 
family and associates embezzled 
up to $10 billion before he was 
ousted in the people power re- 
volution four years ago. 


Thousands protest U.S. policy in C. America 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Thousands marched in front of 
the White House Saturday to 
protest U.S. policies in Central 
America and mark the tenth 
anniversary of the assassination 
of a noted Salvadorean priest. 

Police estimated 10,000 people 
joined the demonstration. Police 
spokesman Sgt. J.P. Farrell said 
83 protesters were arrested and 
charged with demonstrating with- 
out a permit. 

Tbe group marched peacefully, 
waved banners and called* for a 
halt to U.S. military aid to El 
Salvador as a light, steady snow 
fell. 


The march commemorated the 
assassination 10 years ago of 
Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo 
Romero, who was gunned down- 
in bis pulpit. He had frequently 
criticised right-wing death squads 
linked with the country's military. 

The marchers carried a huge 
bust of Romero and quoted from 
his speeches over a loudspeaker 
across the street from the White 
House. 

Meanwhile, in San Francisco, 
an estimated 5,000 people mar- 
died in a chilly fog. Some carried 
signs remembering Romero. 


Though evidence implicating 
extreme rightists involvement in 
the assassination was compiled by 
the 1984-89 Christian Democratic 
government, no one was charged 
in the murder. 

Among the participants in tbe 
Washington demonstration were 
actor Ed Asner, long active in 
Central America demonstrations, 
and Jennifer Casolo, the Amer- 
ican chuTCfawoman was arrested 
, last year by the Salvadorean gov- 
ernment. 

Casolo was accused of aiding 
left-wing guerrillas and arrested 
after a cache of weapons was 
found buried in her backyard. 
She denied knowing anything ab- 
out the anus but was expelled to 
the United States. 

Salvadoreans pay 
homage to Romero . 

Meanwhile in El Salvador, the 
poor and the devout flocked by 
the thousands to pay homage 
Saturday to the memory of 
Romero on tbe tenth anniversary 
of his assassination. 

More than 1,000 people jam- 
med toe unfinished downtown 
cathedral and several thousand 
more listened to the »*ui«g broad- 
cast to toe plaza and streets out- 


side. 

A 20- block march commemor- 
ating Romero preceded the ser- 
vice, which was celebrated by 16 
bishops. 

Romero was slain on March 24, 
1980, as he said mass at a hospital 
chapel. Although the Christian 
Democratic government of 1984- 
89 compiled evidence implicating 
extreme rightists, no charges 
have been filed. 

Vatican Secretary of State Car- 
dinal Agostino Casaroli sent a 
message, read at toe mass, in 
which Pope John Paul Q joins the 
service in spirit and raises a 
prayer that toe sacrifice of that 
pastor become a new call to 
reconciliation and forgiveness. 

The holy father exhorts ail 
those involved to renewed effort 
so tbat love triumphs over hate, 
union over division, justice over 
iniquity and truth over tie and 
deception, toe message added. 

The decade-old civil war, 
which began engulfing this nation 
when Romero was killed, con- 
tinues unabated and tbe death 
toll surpassed 72,000 late last year 
during a month-long offensive by 
leftist rebels. 

Romero exercised - what in 
modem theology has oome to be 


called tbe preferential option for 
tbe poor — firing a humble life 
and working against exploitation, 
inequality, oppression and rep- 
ression. He was labelled a subver- 
sive by the radical right. 

Tbe Metropolitan Cathedral, 
which has been under construc- 
tion for 30 years and has been 
dosed for worship since October, 
was reopened for the com- 
memoration. The facade was fes- 
tooned with huge banners quot- 
ing scripture. 

One, citing John 10.15 read: I 
give my life for my flock. 

Tbe service was to be the last 
public religious homage to 
Romero in decades, as he soon is 
to be proposed for beatification, 
the first step toward sainthood. 
Church doctrine prohibits public 
homage to candidates for saint- 
hood. 

Local church officials and 
many in tbe Vatican say prospects 
are good for Romero's eventual 
sainthood, but say tbe process 
will take up to 30 years. The only 
other archbishop murdered at the 
altar — Thomas Becket, of Can- 
terbury, in 1170 — was cano- 
nised. 

Most of those taking pan in toe 
march were peasants, although 


many city dwellers also joined tbe 
procession and attended the 
mass. 


Global 


(major world cities) 



MH. 

MAX. 


■c 

*F 

■c 

*F WMtfWf 

AM5TBVMM... 

03 

37 

09 

48 Bear 



10 

SO 

as 

79 Ctoar 

BAHtAJN 

21 

70 

25 

77 Ctaudy 

BANGKOK 

26 

77 

35 

95 Claw 

BUENOS AIRES 

16 

60 

24 

75 Ctaudy 

CAIRO. 

11 

52 

23 

73 Ctoar 

CHICAGO 

-04 

25 

03 

X Cloudy 

COPENHAGEN 

03 

37 

10 

So Cloudy 

Frankfurt... 

03 

37 

14 

57 Cloudy 

GB*VA 

14 

57 

17 

63 Clew 

HONGKONG.. 

24 

75 

Z7 

91 Ctaudy 

ETAUBUL 

06 

43 

19 

66 Ctoar 

LONDON 

05 

41 

10 

50 Ctaudy 

LOS ANGELES 

14 

56 

22 

71 ClOUdy 

MADRID 

08 

46 

18 

64 Rato 

MECCA 

23 

73 

33 

31 Cloudy 

MONTREAL 

-09 

16 

■01 

30 snow 

MOSCOW 

06 

42 

as 

43 Ctaudy 


13 

55 

26 

79 Clew 

TEW YORK 

01 

33 

04 

38 Ctaudy 

PAWS. 

04 

39 

13 

55 Ctaudy 

ROME 

07 

46 

19 

68 Cloudy 

SYDNEY 

M 

M 

M 

U M 

TOKYO-.. 

09 

46 

13 

56 Clew 

VIEW4A 

M 

M 

M 

MM 


M- hfivmi ii i i uam oin fcj i ii u hiH . 



Trotsky letter 
to Lenin auctioned 

NEW YORK (AP) — A hand- 
written 1918 letter from Russian 
revolutionary Leon Trotsky to 
V.I. Lenin was auctioned for 
$27,500, an “extreme bargain” in 
the view of the buyer, a Califor- 
nia book dealer. But an original 
manuscript of drawings and writ- 
ings by the late actor Orson Wel- 
les failed to draw a bid after being 
offered for $11,000 ar the Swann 
Galleries auction. Louis Wein- 
stein, owner of the Heritage 
Bookshop Inc. of Los Angela, 
boqgbt toe one-page Trotsky let- 
ter, and said he planned to offer it 
for resale at a New York hook 
fair this weekend. “It was very 
cheap. I expected it would go for 
$60,000 to $70,000 ” he said. The 
letter, addressed “Dear Vladimir 
Hych,” is considered historically 
significant because it outlined 
Trotsky’s own plan for a "no war, 
no peace” settlement with tbe 
so-called central powers, led by 
Germany, near toe end of World 
War I. It also was intended for 
Lenin’s cohort, Josef Stalin. The 
day’s most successful fad was 
$57,750 for a 1663 collection of 
William Shake spearre’s “com- 
edies. histories and tragedies," a 
price nearly three times toe initial 
bid of $20,000. 


Ghosibusting, 
Hong Kong style 


HONG KONG (R) — If you've 
got ghosts in Hong Kong, wbo 
you gonna call? Answer The 
colonial government. Officials in 
tbe British colony have agreed to 
pay one million H.K. dofiaxs 

($128,200) for ghostbusters — in 
the form of Taoist priests — to rid 
the ancient village of Ha Tauen of 
evU spirits. Residents of the vS- 
lage, which dates back to the 13 th 
century Sung Dynasty, claim evil 
spirits have been disturbed by 
founding associated with a sew- 
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Pyramid of unknown 
pharaonic queen 
uncovered 

CAIRO i R) — French 
archaeologists uncovered the 
base of a limestone pyramid 
apparently belonging to a queen 
miss ing from ancient Egyptian 
history, according to reports in 
Egyptian newspapers. The 4.20D- 
year-oid pyramid in the Necropo- 
lis of Saqqara, southwest of 
Cairo, may complete a link in 
King Pepi I*s Kfe. According to 
historians Pepi. who reigned in 
tbe sixth dynasty, was married Jo 
three women, but until new only 
two of his wives’ pyramids had 
been uncovered. But Saturday's 
reports said the French discovery 
might be the resting place of the 
missing third wife according to 
murals inscribed with hierog- 
lyphics inside the sand covered 
pyramid which once stood 20 
metres high. The newspaper 
quoted Zahi Hawa&s. director- 
general cf toe Giza Plateau, as 
saying the pyramid's discovery 
“was a new and important addi- 
tion to ancient Egypt’s history.” 

Experts allowed 
to examine Hitlers 
Berlin bunker 

WEST BERLIN (R) — The Ber- 
lin banker in which Nazi dictator i 
Adolf Hitler and his mistress kil- 
led themselves at toe end of 
World War II win be opened for 
experts to examine. West Berlin 
city administrators said on Tues- 
day that an east German official 
had given permission for experts 
to examine the ruins of the bomb- 
proof shelter near the Branden- 
burg Gate. Tbe Soviet Red Army 
was already fighting in the streets 
of Berlin when Hitler and Eve 
Braun committed suicide in the 
underground bunker on April 30, 
194S. Aides burned their bodies. 
The same day. Propaganda 
Minister Joseph Goebbeis 
poisoned his six children, himself 
and his wife in toe bunker. The 
shelter, built on two floors during 
toe war, fies 16 metres under the 
garden of Hitler's former head- 
quart era in the reich chancellery. 
Efforts by Soviet occupation 
forces to blow it up after the war 
were only partly successful. The 
West Berlin administration said 
the lower floor was under water 
at present. 


age treatment project in a nearby 
hill, where many of their ances- 
tors are buried. “Ha Tsuea peo- 
ple are very superstitious.” said 
Tang Chik-ffit, chairman of toe 
village rural committee.- “We fear 
se ??g e project win disturb 
evij spirits near tbe building ate. 
Although I can’t prove it, j be- 
lieve there are evil spirits on toe 
hill ” he said. Most of the cash 
has gone to bu3d a temporary 
temple for a group of Taoist 
pnests to cany out 72-hour “fang 
shui” rites to cleanse the area of 
evil spirits. Fung slim — hterafly 

wmd and water in Cantonese— is 

toe art of balancing the five baric 
dements of gold, wood, water, 
fire and earth. 
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